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CHAPTER 1.

FLEEINC FROM THOE TAGOSSA!

On eovery hand stretched the

rugged mountains, bathed in the

cold, silvery light of a nearly full
moon. The ground itself was rough and
strewn with jagged boulders. Not in
any direction cou']rd there be seen a light
or a human habitation.

Nothing but the mountains—nothing
but this cold and desolate vista of rocks
and boulders; no trees, and scarcely any
sign  of vegelation. A more barren
wasto could hardly be imagined.

- But this was probably the wildest
corner of all LEurope—Mordania, tucked
away in the Balkans; a place hardly,
if ever, visited by the ordinary Euro-
pean. It was the home of the rough
mountaineer.

And down one of these desolate moun-
lain slopes a large party was making
its way—slowly, cautiously, but wilh
grim deterinination.

. That this party should consist largely
of St. Frank’s juniors was astonishing
enough; but it was the truth. All the
best-known fellows of the Remove were
t_here, including Handforth and Co.,
Sir - Montie _ Tregellis-West, Reginald
Pitt, Fatty Little, Bob Chuistine, and
qQuite a few others.

Needless to say, I was a member of

the party. Nelsou Lee was there, and
Lord Dorritnore. 1t would seem

THE scene was wild in the extreme.

lion, there was nolhinq

&

aslounding that we should be in this
rugged, mountainous region of Mor-
danmia, and it was even more astounding
that we should boe even then fleeing
from the hands of the deadly Tagossa,
the great secrel society which was

headed and ruled by the arch-brigand,
Kol Palak.

Bul, taking everything into considera-
peculiar about.
this stale of affairs. Wo had met with
many amazing advenlures since taking
our departure from England—adven-
tures which almost took one's breath
away, and which secmed to be the
inaginings of some writer of fiction.

Originally, we had starled oul from
our own shores during the Easter holi-
days; but that seemed agos ago nov-.
and we had almost forgolien what it was

like to be in school al St. Frank’s.

With us there were several membe:-
of the crew of the gigantic airship.
Suffolk Qucen, for we had started ou.
on this craft, merely for a short pleasure
cruise. Bul a gale had arisen, the air-
ship’s engines were disabled, and we
were Dblown hundreds of miles acro-:
Europe, Lo fall, finally. in the Adriatic
Sea. And then we had managed lo get
ashore on the coast of Mordania.

But fresh trouble had met us here.
for wo had fallen into the hands of (he
Tagosse, and with us were placed King
Boris and Prince Paul of Mordania. We
could not have arrived in that turbulen:

littlo country al a more inopportune
tine.

I'or it so happened that a revolution



2

had recently taken place, and ithe king
had been compelled to flee from his own
capital-—Ludari, tucked away 1n the
mountains, almost beyond reach of the
average traveller.

We had since learned, however, that
Ludari had been wrenched from Kol
Palak’s grip, and that it was once more
held by the royalists.

This was excellent news, but it did
unot affect us much at the moment, for
wo ourselves were in a tight corner.
Only a few hours since nearly every
member of our parly had been impri-
soned in Palak’s mountain stronghold.
T'regellis-West and Watson and I, how-
ever, had not boen uaEtured by these
brigands. More by luck than anything
else, we had managed 1o elude them.

I have already described thesc events
in detail, so it i1s unnecessary for me to
go into them afresh. Aided by a faith-
ful royalist named Nepoli. my two churns
und thad travelled through the moun-
tains to Kol Palak’s lair.

And then we had found our way into
the slronghold. and had rescued Nelson
l.ee and all the others. -

That had been a very shoit while ago,
and even now we were making our way
down the mountain side towards safety.
So far, our escapec had not been dis-
cvovered; we assumed this, at all events,
tince we had heard no sign of pursuit,
and had seen nothing to alarm us.

Dut at any moment the Tago:sa men
might come swooping down on our
track, and so, although our movements
v.ere caclious, they were as hurried as
possible. Many of the fellows were
tived and worn out, but they had for-,
golten this in the excitement. They
were kept going by the thought
they might soon be in safety and free
irom all menace. But it was a nerve-
trying ordeal, this flight down into the
valley.

Our escape had been made compara-
tively easy by the fact that the brigands
were at sixes and sevens. Kol DI’alak
himself had given us scant attention
when we had been brought in. I am
referring now, lo the parly in general,
and not to myself in particular, for I
of course, had not even seen the brnganci
chief. .

The news bad only jusl reached hin
that Ludari had been relaken by ihe
royalists, and Palak was iutensely wor-
ried, and was planning an immediale
counter atlack. For, having lasled suc-
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cess, he was determined to be completely
viclorious, and make himself the per-
manent ruler of Mordania.

But my statement above is nol quite
correct. Palak had been compelled to
flee from Ludari when the king's partly
had sprung their surprise. The brigand
chief had thought himself secure; he
had believed that the Tagosse was all-
powerful, and that no effort on the part
of the roYalists could alter the position.

But Palak, like many another revolu-
tionary, had discovered to his cost that
over-confidence is a fatal mistake; and
now he was planning ways and means
of making a fresh atlack upon Ludari,
with as little delay as possible.

What he would say when he dis-
covered that his prisoners had escaped,
we could only imagine. And the know-
1eddge that King Boris and Prince Pal
had fled with us would not cheer himn
up in the slightest degree.

The oscape iself had been a simple
matter,

This was quite surprising, for only a
short timie carlier the prisoners had come
to the conclusion that escape was abso-
lutely impossible. They had been taken
great cavern, lighted by torches, .
and then cast into a low-ceilinged cave
which led out of this. There was only
one entrance, apparently, and this was
closely g-uard’ed by two or three armncd
members of the Tagossa. |

Nelson Lee and the olhcr mambers of
the party were, nalurally, quile un-
armed; all their weapons had been taken
from them. Thus, a fight was out of ‘the
question. If they had attempted the task
of rushing the guards, they would havo
been thot down without mercy.

But then I had come along. with
Tregellis-West and Watson and Nepoli,
the mountaineer. We had gained admit-
tance to the brigands’ lair by menns of
a lunnel, the entrance of which we had
discovered quiie by accident.

This tunnel led straight to an iron
door, which opened into the very cave
occupied by the prisoners. Such a
siroke of luck was more than fortunete—
it was positively providential. One by
one Lhe prisoners had passed out of the
cave, and then the iron door had been
closed and bolted.

‘T'he men on guard knew nothing. The
fact that all-was silent in the cave would
not arouse their suspicions, since it would
be assumed thal the captives had fallen
asleep. Thus, 1t was quite possible that
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many - hours would elapse Dbelore the
escape was discovered. :

And now we were in Lthe open, some
little distance from Kol Palak's slrong-
hold. making our way down the moun-
tain side to the moonlit valley. And we
wero all in high spirits, since fortune
was now smiling upon us in her most
kindly fashion. Q\-’hethar our luck wounld
last, we could notl tell; were
hoping for the Dbest.

““ The more I think ef il. tho more
amazin' it all seems,” said Sir Montie
Tregellis-\WWest. * Dear old boys. 1l's

ositively  astoundin'—it is, really.

hen we arrived at that mounlain we
weore dead beat—absolutely at the last
gasp, begad! And we had no idea that
we were €0 near to you all; we thought
vou were dozens of miles away, in
Ludar:.™

‘““ Yes, everything’s happened wonder-
fully well,” said Pilt. ** If we can only
gat clear away, it won't be long before
we're back in a civilised country. This
place is fairly getting on my nerves.”

‘“ And the average person in England
doesn’t know that aucﬁ a region cxists,’’
raid DBob Christine. “ Just fancy!
Brigands, and all that kind of thing,
running wild—just the same as theyv did
hundreds and thousands of years ago!
Mordania doesn’t seem to have advanced
a step during the centuries!”

‘‘ Excopt in the malter of firearms,”
I put in. ‘ These N'agossa fellows—and
the other Mordauians, if it comes to
that—are rough mountaineers, but they
know how lo use firearms, and they’re
all supplied with Lhe latest pattern rifles
and revolvers. In all other respects
they'ra rank heathens; but I dare say
some of themn are decent euough at
heart."

“Well, I don't fancy Mor8ania as o
health spot,”” said Church. ‘' The sooner
we gel oul of this blessed country the
belter. Even now I'n expecting a few
hundred of these brigands to surround
us and cart us all back to that rotten
cave!”

“ Rats!” said Handforlth. “ We're
not going back now—not likely! Now
that we're free, we're going to remain
free. And I'm not so keen about gel-
ting away from Mordania, either!”

‘““Not keen aboul it?’ said McCluve.
“Do you like the country?"”

“* No, you ass!"

“*Then what's the idea of wanting to
atay?”

but wo

“ Well, I'd like to get my own back!”
replicd Handforth grimly. *‘ Do you
think I'm going to be content to ekip
out of Lhe country like this? Theso
beastly brigands have insulted us and
treated s like dogs. I'd like o smash
one or two of them up before I go away
for good!”

‘“ft's all very well to talk like that,
Handy, but we must consider ourselves
lucky 1f wb escapo from here with wholo
skins,”’ I said. “ Taking everything into
concideration, we've done jolly wall,
We're all healthy, Llhere’s not a chap
really hurt, and there's every chanca
that we shall get to the border. I 1uay
be fond of adventure, but I should take
dashed good care Lo steer clear of Mor-
dania in future!”

We did not know exactly where wa
were making for, but we had a vaguo
plan to reach the river. Once there wo
could find a crossing; and reach the
country on the other side. According to
King Boris, we should find friends, for
the Tagossa was not ktrong in that
gsection of the country. Nearly all the
inhabilants were adherents of the king,
and would welcome us wilh opon arms,
and show us every hospitalily. It secemed,
therefore, thal all the Mordanians were
not of Kol Palak's type.

But the problem was to get Lo the
river, and, once thore, to cross it. But
all we could do was to keer on—to keep

oing. And we were not allowed (o lag,
or we knew that the enemy might como

- swooping down after us at any momont.

We were extremely fortunate to have
escaped without Kol I’alak’s men know-
ing of the facl. Indeecd, escape would
have been impossible under any other
conditions, for the wholo mountain
swarmed with members of the 'l'agossa.
By leaving by the back exit, so to speak,
we had defeated our captors.

“ Well, old man, everything is turn-
ing out top nole.”" said Lord Dorrimore,
as_he walked along with Nelson Lce.
“T can’'t help admiring Nipper for his
pluck and perseverance. For cool cheek,
this performance of his just about beals
everylhing.’'

*“ Yes, it was cevtainly a Bne piece of
work,”’ agreed Lee.

‘ For those three youngsters {0 coma
on our tradk, with the object of setting
us at liberty—well, it nearly beats me!"
said Dorrie. ‘' An’ tho awnazin’ part of
it i3 that t.h«a-¥l succeeded! That's what
fairly takes tho wind out of my sails.
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The young beggars found us, and then
let us &l slip out of the trap. The rest
ought to be simple.” .

“Yas, it ought,” said Nelson Lee
thoughtfully. *““ But I can’t thiuk,
Dorrie, that we shall be allowed to

I've got 8 kind of

escape so lamely. _ : (
idea that{ our lpresent. peace of mind will
soon be rudely disturbed. It’s a long
way lo the river yel, and—""

**By gad! What’s that?’ inlerrupled
Dorrie abruptly.

‘There was no nced for him lo ask that
quostion. IFverybody halted, and was
slanding perfectly still, listening. The
air was quite ), for practically no
wind was blowing. And quite clearly,
from some distance at the rear, came
the sound of shooting.

Cradk! Crack! Crack!

‘They were rifle shols, and they
snunded startlingly distinct in the night
air. ‘I'here was a short pause, and then
other shots came to our ears, until at
last the shooling seomed to be coming
from all direclions,

“They seem (o bo having some
(rouble,” remarked Dorrie. ‘‘ The nmen
have turned on their leaders, perhaps——"
I think not,” iuterrupted Nelson
lee. “In my opinion, Dorrie, those
shols are merely an alarm signal. In
plain words, il mcans that our escape
has been discovered, and the Tagossa is
on the track.”

“ My hat!” I mutlered.
shall have to look sharp!”’

Nepoli, who was standing near by,
gazed al me anxiously.

** A Lhousand curses!” he exclaimed,
in Halian. “ It is the Tagossa! Tho
have discovered the truth, and they wiﬁ
soon be here, on our trail like a pack
of hounds., I beseech you, young
inaster, to lose no time.”

“ You can trust Mr., Leo Lo do the
best thing,”’ I replied. *‘* The Tagossa
won't get us, Nepoli.”

*“ Ah, you do not know—jyou do nol
realise the difficulties,”” said the Mor-
danian gravely. * These accursed men
are overywhere, lurking in the moun-
lains where. one wouFd Jeast eoxpect
them. If we reach the river without
being attacked it will be wonderful.”

“Then wo

Liven while he was spoaking a sudden‘

flare became visible at the mountain top

--a great red glow which could have

been scen for scores of miles. Nelson

L.ce pursed his lips grimly as he looked
back.

“ Yes, without a doubt the alarm has
been given,” he said. ‘‘ That signal will
be seen over the whole district, and the
men of tho Tagossa will be on  the
wailch. We must lose no time.” .

“It is a pity we have so few fire-
arms,” exclatmmed King Boris. “ But
perhaps fortune will remain on our side,
and lead us to safety.” =

“1t 1s to be hopod that such will bo
the case, monseigneur,’” said Nelson
Lee. ‘' But come, we will lead the
way."’

Our movenients were now much more
hurried; we went down the rough, slop-
ing ground at the double. Occasionally
one of us would slip on the rocky sur-
face and go slithering slong some dis-
tance. But, in spite of these mishaps,
no one was hurt, and we managed (o
keep up the pace.

And 1t was necessary to go fast, loo.

For, glancing back, I could see scores
of twinﬁling lights moving about on the
mountain side, high above us. I needed
no telling what thoze lights meant. They
were torches, held in the hands of our
pursuers.

There must have been hundreds of
men on our track, and it was clear that
they would be able to travel ot a grealer
speed than we were capable of. For
t ? were accustomed to this ground,
and they knew the mountains as I knew
the Triangle at St. Frank’s. They wero
familiar with overy clefi and pass.

The moonlight was now a great boon
to ue. It cnabled us to see our way and
to avoid treacherous pitfalls, and we
were now hastening on recklessly, and
with no thought of accidents.

1f, indeed, a mishap did occur, it
would mean disaster for the whole party,
for we could not go on and leave the
unfortunate ono to fall into the hands
of the cnemy. But, so fur, there had
been no such mishaps. :

And we were very glad lo find that
the ground became smoother and less
difficult as wo progressed. We were now
roughly about a mile from the river;
but we had lost sight of it, owing to the
fact that a small hill intervened. We
should have lo rise to the top of this
before seeing the waler again.

Beforo long we found that the ground
was covered with short, coarse grass,
and it was not difficult to run swiitly

| over this surface. Even the fellows who

were lired out sprinted like champions.
The prospect of being caplured by the
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Mordanians spurred them on as nothing
else could.

‘““We must not relax our offorts for
an 1natanl,”’ shouted Nelson Lee. ‘‘ Keep
up the speed. boys—overything depends
upon it. QOur pursuers are gamning
rapidly, but, if we make an extra eoffort,
we Inay foil thewn yet.”’

“ We'll whack the rolters, sic!”

‘‘ Rather!”

‘“ Hurrah!”

““On tho bLall, St. IFrank's!”’

The juniors yolled out in their oxcite-
menl and enthusiasm, and ran as they
had nover run before. And, in the rear,
game the pursuers, streaming down tho
,mountain side in hundreds.

Their torches had now been casl aside,
for we were distinclly visible to them
in the moonlight; but, fortunately, we
were well boyond rifle range. DBut I
knew that Nelson Lee had been think-
ing of this when he urged the fellows
to keep up the pace. -

As soon as we did get within range,
the Tagossa men would not hesilate to
fire. n Lhe first occasion Kol PPalak
had given instructions that nobody was
i{o be hurt—that we were to be caplured
uninjured

But it was most unlikely that such an
order had been given now. The cnances
were thal we should be fired upon with-
out mercy. So, although the juniors did
not fully realise the peril of the position,
Nelson Leo did, amf he was filled with
keen anxiely during these strenuous
minutes.

And even when we'reached the river,
how should we know that we could find
safety? I’erhaps the siream was rapid—
perhaps there was no possible metlhod
of crossing. In thal case our efforts
-would have been for nothing, and we
should bo compelled (o surrender
tamely. 'L'he very thoughli of it n:unde
me go hot and cold.

If it came to the pinch we were all

dotermined to plunge into the river, and |

chance whether we reached the other
side or not. There wasn't a fellow among
us who couldn’t swim well—with the
singloe exception, perhaps, of Iatly
Little. And it didn't matter much about
him, because he would Aoat.

Il was a lime of greal anxiely, travel-
ling over that last stretch of ground. Wo
reached the little hill, with our pursuers
growing cver nearer and near®, and

when we topped the rise a volley of rifle
shols rang out, '

-

Wo were just within range, but the
distance was 8o great that accurate aim
was impossible. Not one of us was even
touchod. And then we plunged down
tho opposile hillside towards the rivor,
which was now practically at our foot.

And it cheered us greally to see thal
the waler was still and calm, and not
particularly wide. However, appearances
were decoptive, for whon al last wa
reached the river bank, we found that a
very strong current was flowing. Nelson
Lee shook his head at once.

““ No, we can't altempl il,”" ho su'l
decidedly. “* It would be certain death
to plunge into this water—"

“But wo must do someothing'™ 1
gasped.
“By gad! Do my oyes deceive mo,

or 18 1t a facl?’ ajaculated Lord Dorr:

more. ‘Yo gods and little fishes!
Look! DBoals! Dy the Lord Harry -
boats !’

“ Hurrah!”’

““ Oh, mmy goodness!™"

If we had doubted that luck was wilh
us, those doubts were now dispelled, for,
only a shart distanco away, we could
seo three fairly largo boats lying on tho
river bank, ready to be pushed into tho
walor,

Wo didn’t wait {o talk about it.

Wo simply hurled ourselves at the
roughly constructed craft, and shoved
them with all our strength over the odge
of the bank into the miver. Then, tun-
bling in, we pushed off. Tho other {wo
boats left before mine. Nelson Lee and
Dorrie, Handforth and Co., and a few
others were also in this particular boal.

“ Crouch low—everybody !’ said Nel
son Lee. ‘'‘“We shall be fired on!”

Cradk! Crack!

Several shols rang out while he was
spoaking, and the pursuers came tearing
down after us. But we had won tho
raca; thoy were still too far dislant (o
firo with any accurate aim.

And the sirong current caught the
boats 1n ils grip, and bore them rapidly
down the streamm. And on the bank the
Tagossa men stood firing wildly and im

potently. Wo were beyoud their grasp!

S events, we wero safe. There werc
. no other boats near at hand in

which the brigands could give chosey

CHAYPTER 1L/
AMONUST FRIENDS !
ATFE!
For the tine Dbeing. at a¥%



6 THE NELSON LELE LIBRARY

-
And v all probubility they would havo
been of vory liltle use on the water, for
these men wero mountaineers, and not
accustomed to the handling of river
craft.

“ Of all the blessed luck!’ exclaimed
Handforth breathlessly. ' You might
have thought those boals were pul thero
all ready lor us—just like you see Iin a
giddy picture-play! I wonder who they
belong to?”

“Jt doesn’t maller to me who the
owner happens to be,” said Church,
‘“ Weo'vo pgot away from those beastly
imurdorers, anyway !’

‘““I suppose these boats are used for
fishing purposes,” 1 said. ‘* They belong
to some peaceful people who live in this
valloy- -1 noticed a fow buildings on the
opposite bank jusl before we took to-the
water. But I'm not particular about
mading inquiries. We whacked the Ta-
rossa, and wo're nol going to be taken
again 1

** We must nol be too sure, Nipper,”
put in Captain Mason. “ This river
winds a good bit, and it’s just possible
that our pursuers may take a shori cut
and head us off.”’

**'That’s right—Dbe _
Dorrie. ‘* Just when everything is going
heaulifully you make a remark of that
kind! We'ro beading for safety—I can
feel it in mmy bones. Everything is all

serona !’

Turther down the river the current
bocame stronger, for the river narrowed
u.great deal, and wo were soon shooting
along ‘past high, cliff-ike banks. In
these spots everylhing was pitchy dark,
for tho moonlight did not penetrate.

And we had lo trust to luck whether
there were any rocks in our path.

The other two boals were some liltle
way ahead, sweeping along just where
the current took them. For there were
no oars or any olher means of guiding
the craft; we simply had to let tﬁen] £o
us thoy would.

1}1] sighs of pursutt were now at an
ondad,

I di<d nol think a great deal about
(‘aptain Mason’s suggestion—that the
I'ngossa. mon might be ahle to head us
off. But I was fully alive Lo the danger
of rapids. It was practically cerlain that
wo should slrike some rapids before
long.

And in that case it would he most
extraordianry if we gol through intact.
At the first sign of any waterlall or

chearful " said

cataract wo should do our utmost to
reach the bank. Not that our efforts
would be of much avail in this direc-
tion, since we wero well-nigh helpless.

H’owever, there was no sonse in anlici-
pating trouble; we should probably find
quite enough of it without Jooking for
more. And now that the excitement of -
the escape was over, most of us wero
feceling completely worn out and weary.
Not that we wero allowed to have any
rest.

Fortunalely, our boats kept well apart,
so there waa not much danger of disaster -
owing to collision. And we still swept
onwards, through the dark and unknown

orges, whero tho river banks rose in

rowning masses of rock on either side.

“If we strike a waterfall, there'll bo
no hope for us,”’ said Nelson Lee. ‘‘ But,
after all, we cannot grumble. Wo are
safo so far, and—" -

“ By ga(’]! Talking about waterfall
19 rather curious just now,” put in
Dorrie. *‘‘ Unless my eyes deceive me
there is somethin’ pretty rough just
ehead. Look at the way the leadin’ boat
i1s bobbin’ and swervin’ about!”

““ My only hat!” muttered Handforth.
“ Dorrie’s right !’ , :

We all looked down the river with
interest and anxiety. The leading boat
was certainly behaving in a very
peculiar fashion. And now the second
craft was following its .example. Instead
of ghding down smoothly as before,
they were turning and acting in a very
violent way, as though they had sud-
denly struck a patch of wildly disturbed
water. And this actually proved to be
the case. -

For, almost immediately afterwards,
our own boal followed the taclics of the
others, and we were compelled to cling
tight to anything, in order to prevent
ourselves from being flung headlong.

Masses of water splashed in, half
drenching some of us; Eut, so far, thereo
was no real danger. We could not quite
understand what was occurring, for the
waler looked smooth enough, and thero
was no sign of any rocks. DBut we were
now shooting down the river at an
alarming speed.

The current here was appallingly
swift, and even if wo had had oars and
a rudder, we should have been unablo
to keep the boat under control. We
counld ohly trust ourselves to fate. .

And then the real excitement began,
Siaring ahead, T noticed that the sur-
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face of the water was no longer black.
Croamy miasses of foam could bo soen
horo and therg, plainly indicating the
resencoe of rocks. And 1 watched the
Fuading boats with keen anxiely; but
thoy still swept on through tho rapids,
for iL was now quite obvious to us all
that wo had indeed struck some rapids
of a very deadly nature.

Whether we should get through them
or nol remained to bo scen. Once, while
on a irip out to Western Awmerica with
Nolson Lee, I had rhot some rapids in
a canoc. Thal experience had beon im-
pressed on my mind in a very vivid
manner. DBu{ the conditions then were
very different.

[For the cance had been under perfect
control, and it was a craft suitable for
tho purpose. But these boals were
clumsy, rudderless, and with no control
whatevor, and we swept on to what
seemed certain disaster.

But shooting the rapids is always a
lerrifying experience, whether there is
any real danger or not, and the current,
having caught us firmly in its grip, car-
ried us on relentlessly, and with ever-
increasing speed. Very soon we were
sunply rolling down, and the wind was
rushing past our ears in a way which
proved that we were travelling with the
rapidity of an express train. y

Rocks flashed by on either side of us,
the boat heaved and jerked, and we
could do nothing but sit Light and cling
to one another. Conversalion was almost
oul of the queslion. |

The noise was now overpowering, and
1L seomed impossible that we could getl
through without coming (o grief. The
climax was rather lerriEying.

Quite suddenly, and without any pre-
vious warning, the bows of the boal
‘l.iTped slteoply downwards, and we liter-
ally fell sheoer for what secined to be
hundreds of feet. Actually, it was
nothing of the kind. It was nol a real
waterfall, bul a long, sloping drop into
deep water. We found ourselves
sinothered ; the river came pouring into
the boal, drenching us all to the skin,
and it was aslounding that the craft
kept afloat at all,

L was waterlogged ‘and heavy, bul. to
our astonishment, we found ourselves
still nfloat, sweeping sluggishly in com-
Earatwcl_v smooth water.
ere wero almost level with the river—
wo had come through the gorge. The
river was wide, and on either sido lay

The banks |

low, grassy banks. The moonlight was
rather weaker now, but the first indica-
tions of dawn wore appearing in the
distant eky.

“ Well, of course, thoro’s only ono
thinF lo think,"”’ said Lord Dorrimore.
“We woren't destined o dio out in
Mordenia. We ought to have becn doad
four or five Limes over, but overy time
we managed to escapo by a hair's
breadth. 1 sha'n’'t be scared at anything
in future—I shall know wo're coming
through in safoty.”

‘““It cerlainly seems like il, Dorrie,"”
agrecd Nelson Loo. ‘' By Jove! The
first boat is alroady ashore, and the
second - i3 Dbeing carriod towards the
bank."

Dorrie nodded.

‘“ Ixactly,”” he said calmly.
our turn next.”

Bul it was only by Lhe strenuous efforla
of the others that our boat was not
carried back into mid-stroam. The first
two craft had been caug{ht in an eddy,
and carried towards the bank. We went
in that direction Lo a8 cortain extent, but
then another current caught us and com-
menced {aking us back.

Captain Mason was in ono of the
other boats, and he just managed to
fling himself outwards and catch the
bows of our craft as it was sweeping
by. Mason was pulled into the waler
with great forco, but his efforta wero
rowarded, for we 1were momentarily °
checked, and that was sufficient.

Other hands grasped our craft, and
drew it in, and Mason soon scramblad
ashore. Within fGve minutes we were all
on the bank—wet, cold, and shivering,
but otherwise unharmed.

“We scom to tumble from one peril
into another,” eaid Do Valerie: ¢ bul
I'm blessed if I can imagine what's
going Lo happen now. Wbe've got no
food. no blankets, and no dry clothing.
After passing through all these excite:
menlx, it scems thet we're destined Lo
die of exposure.”

“Rals!’ said Handforth.
be somo way out.”

Nepoli came hurrying up, and his facn
was wreathed in smiles. Ho caught hold
of my arm, and shook me joyously.

" Why are you not smiling, iy young
master?” hoe asked rapturously. ‘‘Ia
not everything amazingly good? Woe
have beaten fi\e Tagossa, and—may a
thousand blessings be sent to Hoaven—

‘“ItH be

““ Thero'll
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hisl’majesl.y the king is alive and with
us|”’

‘“ Yes, that's very fine, Nepols,” 1T

read. ‘‘ But what shall we do now?

o'vo beaten the Tagossa, as you say,
and we've beaton the river, too. But
what’s to bocome of us?”’

Nepoli smiled.

““ You must surely be tired and worn,
since you have not used your eyes,” he
exclaimed. “ See! We are near friends.
Food and sheltor is within reach.’’

“By Jove!” T said, staring.
“ Where?”’

Nepoli poiuted.

And then I saw, for the first time,
thut quile a number of curious little
whitewuashed houses wero clusiered to-
gether upon a hill, not more than half
a mile distant, 1 had seen them at first,
but_in the moonlight they looked like
chalky cliffs on the hillside. But{ now
that I knew what they actually were 1
easily recognised them as the white-
washed walls of dwelling plages.

t Bllt

A village!” T exclaimed.
there’s no sign of anybody about,
Nepoli.”

({:Dr late guide shrugged his shoulders.

“ Would you cxpect the good folk to
be about at this hour?’ he asked.
" They arec asleep; but they will soon
be awake, and altending 1o our wants.”

“*Yes, but they may be members of
tho Tagossa-—-"" .

* Nay, not thal!” interrupted Nepoli,
smiling. ‘“DPo I not know this coun-
try? Idavo I nol lived in this region all
my life? 'There are none of the accursed
Tagossa here. These are the good people
of the valley—to a man, supporters of
the king; ay, and to a child! No mem-
ber of the Tagossa would be safe in
these valleys. They belong to the moun-
taing, and would not venlure into this
rogion. Yes, 1ny young master, we aro
salo. We are in the hands of friends.”

And Nepoli went off, as happy as a
sand boy, leaving me staring at the cot-
tages with a new hope. Several of the
other juniors were colleclted about, and
they looked at me inquiringly, and with
much interest. :

‘“ What was he talking aboul?"" asked
Tominy \Watson,

But it was unnecessary for me 1o
answer, for, even then, all the others
woro striding away in the direction of
the village. And 1t was quite obvious
to evervbody what our plans were.
Nepoli had gone on in advance, at e

swift, graceful run. In spite of his bulk,
it was astounding how easily he covered
tho ground. -

And when we arrived in the village
we found much aigna of activity. Lights
were appearing, doors were open, end
many wondering faces were at tho
windows. We could hear the screaming
of babies, {00, and it all contributed to
makec a welcome and cheerful change.
We felt that we were really among
civilised human beings at last.

“It’s the first time I welcome tho
elling of a baby!”’ grinned Reginald
itt. ** And it seems home-like, some-
how. There's an air about this place
which makes me feel that everything
will soon be all serene. By Jingo! I'm
jolly hungry, too; 1 hope they give us
something decent to eat!”

Fatty Littlo sighed.

““Talk about miracles!” he said.
““¥You chaps may think it queer that
we've got through all our troubles, but
it’s nothing compared to me. How on
earth I've survived the last day or two
i3 the most amazing thing that ever
happened. Great doughnuis! It's a
wonder I'm not a skeleton V'’

‘“It only shows, Faity, that you can
hold out if you're compelled to,”” said
Bob Christine. “ So you'’d hectter not
te]ll any more of your yarns about
starving. Wo're pretly certain to get
some good rub now, although, person-
ally, 1'd prefer a sleep in a warm 1

And nearly all the juniors. were of
Christine’s opinion. ey were cer-
tainly hungry, but they were also shiver-
ing and tired. The most important thing,
lo their minds, was a long sleep. Food
would come later.

There was a great deal of excitement
among the peaceful inhabitanis of tho
little village, but they rose to the occa-
sion, and did their very best for us all.
In a surprisingly short space of Litne we
were distribuled among all the houses—
threo or four of us in each. And wo
were provided with all the available
sleeping accommodatlion; the natives, in
fact, turned out for our benefit.

Food was preparoed, too, but very little
of this was touched. I'alty Lit,l-fo and
one or two others were the only fellows
who waited to eat; all the rest stripped
off their wet things, got into the warm
bedding, and fell 1nto sound slumber. I
was ono of theso latter. N

And I did not awaken until a full
round of the clock. It was, indeed, even-
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ing when I sat up in bed, and found all
my clothing dried and neatly stacked
near my side. I was feeling completely
refreshed, although sonicwhat stiﬂp.

- And 1 was tremendously hungry. By
the time I had dressed I found that I
was jusl. right for the substantial even-
ing meal which had been prepared b
the lady of this particular houschold.
She was a somewhat stout. pleasant-
faced woman of about forty, attired in
the picluresque costume of the country.

There were quite a number of little
children standing about, open-eved with
amazemendl anrf wonder. . They wero
queer little boggars, full of excitement,
and probably setting us all down as
extraordinary looking people. They had
certainly never seen any English boys
before. ,

And, as a matter of fact, we were a
prelty untidy crew. Our clothing was
in a shocking condition, having boen
soaked through and through on two or
three occasions, and there were tears
and stains galore. ¥We had no collars,
for these had long since become un-
wearable. Thore waan't a fellow among
us who wasn't in bad need of a hair-cut.
In England .we should have attracled
general altention, so it was scarcely sur-
prising that we made these people
regard us open-eyed.

But these were minor troubles, and of
no importance. Nelson Lee and Lord
Dorrimore and all the other men of the
parly were in a similar plight. Dorrie
himself didn’t care a jot. Ho was accus-
tomed to looking like n tramp, for when
out in the wild corners of the ecarth, as
he frequently was, he never cared a toss
about his personal appearance. He
always hated to look smart.

But it was a sad blow for Sir Montie.
My noble chum never ceased to bewail
the fect that he had no stock of clean
collars and other snowy white linen.
But wo told him not to worry. The
things he was wearing were at least
(|].l.lile clean, since everylhing had boen
thoroughly washed during our long
sleep. And now, even if we did not feel
smarl, we were cerlainly comfortable.

The ovening meal was a mixed-up
affair, consisting of mutton, rice, pota-
toes and bread of a not very palatable
nature; but we wero getting used to 1t
by this time, and wo consumed it with
guslio,

The meal finished up with mugs
of hot, strong coffee, and some home-

| a
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made cake which was not at all un.
palatable.
‘“Well, boys, our position is very

different now from what it was twenty-

four hours ago.”! said Nelson Lee
Eleasnnlly. “I am thankful that we
ave escaped from those rough men of

the mountains, and that we are all here,
in safety.”’

‘“It's amazin’,” ' said Sir Montie.
‘““ We never expected to be so lucky—
we didn’t, really. Do you think wo shall
be able to get to a big town before long?
I simmply must have some clean collars
and g new necktie!"’ '

Nelson Lee smiled.

“I'm afraid you won't obtain any of
those luxuries for some time, my boy,”
he said. “ We are a considerable dis-
tance from the border, and I do not
know whether we shall be able to leave
Mordania for some time.”

“Why, can’t we (ravel to the frontier
at once, sir?"’ asked Church.

We were all collected together in the
wide_open space before the curious
whitewashed houses. It was a fine, mild
cvening, and we were enjoying tho air
after our subslantial meal.

Nelson Lee looked rather troubled as
he replied to Church's question.

““There aro difficulties in tho way,

Church,”” he said. * Our friends of
this village have been telling us quite
a lot of facts about the country, and we

have learned, to our disappointment,
that the journey to the frontier is an
extremely difficult one.”

“Dut we've had difficult journeys
before, sir,”’ said Handforth.

“Very possibly; but this is quite
another _proposilion,’”’ replied Nelson
Lee. ‘ You see, in order to reach the
border we must pass thréough a section
of the country which is strongly held
by the Tagossa.™

“Oh!

““ Thal’s dong it!"”

“I'm afraid 1t has,” said Lee. 1
would not even consider making the
journey wilth you boys if there was any
possibilily of “being recaptured by Kol
Palak's men. Jor you can be assured
that the Tagessa would treat us very

harshly if once they ﬁOt their fingers
upon us. We cannot risk being captured
again.’’

‘“Then what can we do, sir?”’ I in-
uired, -

‘“ Wait here!”

““Yes, but for how long, guvr'nor?’



JO

THE NELSON LEE LIBRARY

** Goodness only knows !’ put in Lord j could gather together a formidable force

Dorrimore. ‘' But we shall have to kick
our heels in this magnificent city until
tho country has settlzg down. That may
be in a week or two, or it may not bo
until the end of the summer!”

“ Groat Scott!”

‘“ We're in for it now; we've got to
stick it,”” went on Dorrie. *° A month
or 30 doesn't make much difference, I
suppose. What you young chaps will be
like whon you get back to St. Frank's,
I tremble to imagine. You won’t know
a bally thing, and you'll have to go
down 1n to the First Form again!”

Many of the juniors grinned.

““ Oh, it won't be so bad as that, sir,”
said Do Valerie. “ I dare say we shall
bo a bit stale, but we’ll soon get over
that. Derhaps something will happen
before long so that we can get com-
pletely out of Mordania, My hat! What
o country this is—it’'s hke one big
prison!”’

The fellows wero rather concerned to
hear the news, but they were so relieved
by the general situation that they did
not worry themasclves unduly.

And, a little later on, Nelson Lee and
Dorrioc and Captain Mason had a confi-
dential talk with King Boris and the
Crown Prince. They were all seated
together just outside the door of one of
the cotlages, smoking some excellent
cigarettes which had been provided by
the natives.

““ There's no doubt about it, we've
been amazingly fortunate,”’ said Nelron
Lee. *' We -have much to be thankful
for, and, on the .whole, I am highly
satisfied. But we must consider our
position.’’

‘“ We have been considerin’ it,”’ said
Dorrio. ‘* And, as you told the boys, all
we can do is to wait here until this rest-
less litlle country quiotens down."

“T sincerely wish that I eould do
something Lo help,”’ put. in King Boris.
‘“ My ﬁrutitudo to you, gontlemen, is
more than I can expross, and I should
like, if possible, to repay you in some
measuro for lhe great service you have
rendered me. If, for example, I could
get back to Ludari, matlers might be
greatly improved. I ain determined to
stamp out this Tagossa—to kill it like
the evil thing it is. But I can do nothing
here.” -

“Why not, sire?’ asked the Crown
Prince. ‘' Theso valloys are not largely
populated, it i1s true, but I imagine we

within a short time, and then we could
advqpce through the Tagossa region

[ T

‘“It is quite imPossible, Paul,” inter-
rupted the king. * I will agree that we
could raise the men. But these people
of the valley aro peaceful ; they have no

modern firearms, and practically no
ammunition. Of what use- would a
strong force be if i1t carried no erms?

be taking these men
would be the height

We should simpl
to their deaths. {t
of folly to advance upon Ludari—

“By gad!’ interrupted Lord Dorrn-
more sottly. ‘‘I've just thought of
something. I've just been overwhelmed
by a brain wave. How far from the sca
are we here?"’

““* Not such a great distance,” replied
Prince Paul. *‘ And the sea could he
casily reached, too., since we are on the
river, and there is a clear stretch ol
water right down to the coast. But why
do yon ask””

“ That schooner! replied Dorrie
keenly. ‘“ Don’t you remember? You
were on it yourself, Prince Paul, and
we left it high and dry on the rocks.
There are sufficient rifles and revolvers
in that wreck to supply an army corps !

Nelson Lee leaned forward.
‘“ Upon my soul!” he said. *‘ You are
right, old man; and, what is more, there

‘13 every likelihood of the wreck beinﬁ

still intact. There has been no roug
weather since that wild night when we
were cast ashore. In -all probability the
schooner. i3 still high and dry on tho
rocks, with her cargo unharmed, and,’
if the coast can bo easily reached, thero
1s no reason why a rush parly should
not inake the t-riF, and come back with
lho spoils. I understand that there are
many boats available lower down the
stream.”

_“ You are right, Mr. Lee—absolutely
right!” said King Boris, with shining
eyes. ‘‘ A wonderful idea! If we could
only obtain those rifles and revolvers,
and plenty of ammunition, our position
would be very different. - I ecould gather
many hundreds of men together, arm
them, and lead them on to Ludari.”

The king and the Crown Prince were
hoth hig_hﬁr animated by the prospect.
But then Nepoli, the mountaineer,

bowed low and stepped. forward.
face was grave, and
encounraging.

His

ik words were not
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CHAPTER III.

PREPARING FOR TUE FRAY !

NE]iOLI addressed himself ta Nelson
ec.
‘“ A thousand pardons for inter-

* rupting, excellency,”” he said.
“but I have been listening, and I have
heard all. I know much of these moun-
tains and valleys, and I fear that the
plans that have boen discussed are not
possible of accomplishment.”’

‘* If you have anything to say, Nepoli,
you are at liberly to speak,’’ said Nelson
Lee. * You have heard the plan? You
know that his majesty is thinking about
advanctng upon Ludari, with a large
army of men from these valleys®’"

‘““Yes, and it is a wonderful idea,
excellency,” repliod Nepoli. I only
crave thal his majesty wirl ermit me to
render my small services. But it is one
thing to spenk of travelling to Ludari,
and it is another thing to go. I know
these mounlains. Such a journey would
be fraught with grave dangers, and
would be well-nigh impossible, even to
a lughly trained army.”

““ Just explain what you mean,’
Nelson Lee. -

They wore all listening with great
interest, for they understood thal this
rough mountaineer knew exactly what
he was talking about. He was not
highly educated, and he was not refined.
But he had lived in these regions ell
his hfe, and ho knew every mountain

ass and every gorge. Indeed, he was
ar more useful in a mattor of this kind
than the villagers themselves, for the
latter lived in the valley, and scarcely
ever ventured up ipto the hills,

‘‘ Ludari lies away yonder,”” went on
Nepoli, raising a hand and pointing in a
north-westerly direction. ‘ Maybe you
think it is° many miles distant, but, as
the crow flies, it 1s no more than twenty
miles."’

“Twenty miles!” repeated Dorrio.
** Why, that’s nothing; we could do it
in a fow hours! I thought we wore
something like sixty or seventy miles
from the capital.”

‘ Unforlunately, your excellency, it
is ipossible to go by the direct route,”
said Nepoli, ‘ for the great mountain
range that you see bars the way. It is
not possible to cross those mountains
direct.”’,

‘““That 13 what I assumed,’”’ said
Nelson Lee. '* Which is the neareat pass
from here, Nepoli?"

’

said

|
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“The nearesl is some twenty miles
distant,”” replied the 1mountaineer.
“And then it is still twenty milea
further to Ludari. This route is by the
Spezzi Pass, and it i3 Lthe nearest possible
cut froimn where we are standing. And
the Spozzi Pass-i1s a treacherous, dan-
gerous place."”

“ Well, forly miles i1sn’t so bad,’” said
Dorrie. * This new army. ought to do
the journey within a couple of days, emt
the most.”

Nepoli shook his hoad.

*“It is a thousand pities, but such a
journey could not be accomplished, your
oxcellency,”’ he exclaimed. * For the
Spezzi I’ass is strongly guarded and held
by the accursed Tagossa. May a thou-
sand demons come and consume ICol
Palak to dust!”

‘‘ Well, that's rather a decent idea,”
said Dorrie. ‘I shouldn't mind if Kol
Palak met wilh a fate of that kind.
Unforlunately, we can't get demons
nowadays. So the Spezzi Pass is strongly
held by our excellent friends of the 1'a-
gossa? In other words, there’s nothing
doing in that direction.”

‘““So it appears,’” said Nelson Lee.
‘* Nepoli is quile right, for I've heard
from one or two ot%ners in this villaga
that the Spezzit PPass is not only very
dangerous in a natural sense, .but it 13
entirely in the hands of Palak’s men,
At one point it i3 necessary to travel
along a treacherous six foot ledge, with
perpendicular rocks on one side, and a
yawning chasm of a thousand feet on
the other.”

- “* How infernally interéstin'!’ said
Dorrie. ‘‘ It's evidently not the place
to choose for a motor-’bus route—a ski-l
would be rather unfortunate, by gad®"”

“You will have no difficulty in
realising that a mere handful of men
could hold this pass against thousands,"
went on Nelson Lee. *‘ A narrow ledge,
with a rocky surface, exposed to the
overhanging cliffs above—why, half a
dozon snipers concealed behind the
boulders could pick off a big ariny one
by one. No, if this pass 13 ield by the
Tagossa, to cross the mountains in that
way would bo impossible."’

“I'm afraid you're right, Mr. Lee.”
said King Boris. I am ashamed to
admit it, iut oven I did not know of tnhe
difficulties to boe encountered. This is
my own country, but I am ignorant ot

| inany facts concerning these mountain
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rain es, It s right that I should be
told.”

Nelson Lee turned to Nepoli.

‘*“Is there any other way across the
range '’ he asked in Italian.

es, there is one, my masier,” said
the mountaineer. *‘‘ This is by way of
the Goni Pass, which lies. in the oppo-
site direction, and the total distance to
Ludari by this route is not one imile
less than sixty.”

‘* Phew!” "whistled Dorrte. ‘' Ludari
appears to be getting further and further
away. I hope this pass is all right, or
the next one will he further away siill.”

‘““ The Goni Pass is far safer than the
Spezzi,” said Nepoli.
difficult ground to traverse, however,
befora the pass can be reached; but
this, too, is constantly watched by the
I'agossa, and there is no other method
of crossing the mountains. The Spezzi
I’a;s and the Goni Pass are the only
sateways to the great plains beyond.”

Nelson Lee nodded.

** So you see, monseigneur, our little |

plan is not capable of being put into
operation,’”’ he said. *‘ It is galling 1n
the extreme. Ludari is but twenty miles
'“f‘t"h"f- but absolutely beyond our
reoch,”

** Such a state of affairs is terribly un-
fortunate,”” said the king. - ‘ But surely
there must be some method—this Gont
I’ass, for exampla? Could it not be
conquered during the darkness? Would
it not be possible for a large [orce of
armed men to press through?”

** It might be possible—one never
knows, your majesty,”” said Nepoli.
** Cerlainly, the dificulties are not so
great here, since the Goni Pass i1 less
casily helcf, and there are no natural
dangers. The Tagossa are in sironger
force on the Spezzi Pass.”

** We shall travel by means of the
Goni Pass,” said K’irng Boris firmly.
“ We may meet with difficulties, but
Jifficulties were made to be overcome,
and I am convinced that, with deter-
mination and courage, we shall be able
(o defeat the Tagossa.’’

But Nepoli shook his head doubifully,
although he said nothing further. King
Boris had come to a ﬁecision, and it
was not for the mountaineer to argue.
But Nelson Lee knew what troubles
would have to be faced, and he certamly
would never allow the juniors to go on
this dangerous expedition.

It would be at least a week before a

‘“ There is much
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move could be made. A strong force
must be gathered together, .and a
journey made to the coast. The arms
and ammunition had to be brought up
the river and then distributed among
the newly formed army. There was food
Lo be considered, and a hundred and one
other deotails. Then, even when the ex-
pedition started, there was no guarantee
that it would succeed in getting through.
In Nelson Lee's opinion, it would be a
forlorn hope.

And it was just then, while they were

all thinking about the king’s plans, that
lwo newcolners arrived: ey wero
rough-looking specimens — murderous

cut-throats, by their general appearance;
swarthy men with piercing black eyes,
unkempt hair and beards, and rough
clothing. )

DBut, as a matler of fact, these men
were quite harnnless, and, no doubt,
good-natured and kindly at heart. One
could not always judge by appearances
in Mordama.,

The new arrivals were greatly excited,
and as they came down towards the spot
wheie Nelson Lee and the others were
seated, they were jabbering rapidly to
a number of men who had collected
round. I imagined that they were then
informed of the king’s presence, for they
paused, staved in amazewment, and then
want forward.

They were awkward, and flushed of
face, and bowed clumisily before King
Boris. Then, both togelher, they com-
menced talking as hard as they could go.
It was impossible for the king to under-
stand, and he raised his han

He said something to them in theiwr
own longue, and then one of the fellows
commenced speaking alone. He talkeu
rapidly, and assisted his speech by many
gestures and wavings of the hand. It
seecmed that he would never Bnish, but
al last he did so, breathless and still very
excited. |

Nelson Lee and Dorrie had nol been
able to understand a word of the long
rigmarole, but thoy gathered that the
man’s speech was of some importance,
for not only the king and the Crown
Prince wore looking flushed and eager,
but Nepoli himself was standing for-
ward in a tense attitude, his eyes gleam-
ing, and in a state of considerable ex-
citement.

King Boria bheckoned to him.

* Tell me, my friend,” he said.

{

«a Are
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these men Lo be trusted?”’ Ile indicated
the Lwo strangers. |

“ Your majesty, they are two of your
most faithful subjects,’’ replied Nepoli,
without hesilation. ‘‘ Have I not known
them for many years, and are they not

the greatest enemies of the Tagossa?"

“ Then there is the most wonderful
news Lo be told,”” said the king, turn-
ing to Nelson Lee and Dorrie. ‘' It 1s
astonishing that we should havo been
discussing this subject at such a time;
but these men have brought word of a
great avalanche in the mountains—a
vast fall of rock which occurred but
thirty-six hours since.”

‘““An avalanche!”’ repeated Dorrie.
‘“ Very interestin’, of course, but I don'l
seo thal it's frightfully important.”

“You will understand when I ex-
plain,”’ went on the king. ‘' Qur friends,
as you will see, are tired and worn;
they have only just arrived from tho
upper passes. It was only by chance
that they escaped death when the great
fall of rock took place.”

“ But has this any bearing upon your
plans, monseigneur?’ asked Lece.

‘“ It has,’”’ said the king. ‘' This great
avalanche has opened up a new pass
through the mountains——"

“ By gad!” said Dorrie. ‘Do you
mean that it's Eossiblo to get through
1o Ludart without using either tie
Spezzi or the Goni DPasses?”

‘“ Exactly,”” replied tho king; ‘ lhat
is the literal truth, Lord Dorrimore.
‘I'heso men examined the pass thoroughly
before leaving, and they tell me that it
is far easier L0 necgotiate than cither of
the obher passes; in fact, it is only a
quastion of climbing the hills, and then
walking straight through this nowly
cpendd gorge to the slopes on the other
side. ‘I'here are no difficulties—no dan-
gerous places, And these men of the
wountains hurried down without loss of
timme to scquaint the valley folk of their
discovery. It is the height of good for-
tuno that I am here to loarn (his newss
al Orst hand.”

““ And where is Lhis new pass?’’ asked
I.ce keenly.

‘“ Not more than ten miles distant—
almost a direct route from this spot,"
.put in Prince Paul. ‘' The entlire
journey through to Ludari is not move
than thirty miles, and, most important
of all, the Tagossa know nothing aboul
this avalanche. ‘T'he pase is not guarded,
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and the noearest members of the Tagossa

are miles away.”

‘““DBy the {.ord Harry! Our pheno-
menal luck again!"’ said Dorrie. ‘' Il
simply follows us wherever we go. This
finally settles it, Lee, old man. When
King Boris and his army go forward,
we go, too—all the bally crowd of us.”

“ﬁ'm not quite so sure about thal,
Dorrie,’’ said Nelson Lee. ‘' It certainly
makes the position much clearer and
much easier. If only we could take
advantage of this accident of nature it"
will be splendid. But no time must be
lost; from now onwards every minulo
must be omployed.”

DBofore an hour had olapsed there were
groat. sif;ns of activily; men were sont
out in all directions to thoe neighbouring
villages and valloys. They were in-
structed to gather together every avail.
able abla-bosied man, and to bring ‘them
post haste. A large party was to be
collected for the coast trip.

Long before dawn a hundred men
were ready; bul all these were not re-
quired. About twonly boata left, from
a spot further down the river. They
were in the charge of Captain Mason,
who knew exaclly whero the wredked
schooner lay, and all the other details.

1 It was Captain Mason's task to load up

the boats with the ship’s cargo, and Lo
bring it back in as short a space of fime
as poszible. ]

While this was going on the juniors,
of course, were sound asleep. They could
do nothing in the matter, except walch
and talk.about overything. Dut they
wero all eager to go on the journev to
Ludari, for, if this could be accomplished
in safely, we should all be far betler off”
in the capital than we were at present.
From Ludari we could get to the
frontier without trouble, whilst here we
were hemmed in. :

And so for about two days we had
nothing whatever to do. We had a lazy
time of it, (]]llil(i onjoying ourselves, and
extromely glad of the long rest, after a'l
our arduous adventures,

And while the parly was on the way
to Lthe coast, with the object of bringing
back the spoils from the schooner,
another slrong party had been dis-
palched tnto the mountains. It was their
duly Lo take possession of the new pass,
and to hold it. Thus, in the event of Lhe
Tagossa discovoring the truth, they
would arrive too late—they would find
the pass already held by the king’'s mon.
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On the morning of the third day, we
awoke to find tremendous activity in the
little place. Gazing down at the river,
which lay a short distance away, }
could see many boats drawn in near the
shore. The coast partg had returned,
and, what was more, they had brought
their booty with them.

‘“ It was perfectly easy,” said Captain
Mason, as he was explaining matters to
Nelson Leo and Dorrie. * We found
the old tub still perched on the rocks,
just the same as we loft her. We merely
1ad to wait until the tide was out, and
then pile into the work. We strip
her of every ounce of. cargo within
{wenty-four iours, and here we are,
with enough killing material for half a
dozen divisions,"

It was splendid news, and we learned
something else which was of even
greater interest. In the cargo Captain
Mason had found several large packing-
cases which were different from the
others, and which proved to contain
machine-guna of the very latest type.
'I'Nese would indeed come in useful.

The Tagoesa, although supplied with
vifles and revolvers, had ne machine-
guns, and Kol Palak’s men would
receive a big surprise when they found
themselves facing the deadly fire from
such weapons, '

It was'. decided that tho real start
rhould be made on the evening of the
following day. B'y this time all the
valley men would he gathered together,

and eager to march forward in

read
the ﬁin ‘s aid. Although rough and un-|.

cducated, these men were patriotic to a
surprising degree, and were ready to
face any dangers in the service of their
king—for, after all, it was a kind of
personal matter. The king was there
himself, leading the impromptu army.

During the following day- the men
would come from all quarters, and would
start’ out on the journey just before
nightfall. It was reckoned that Ludari
would be reached within two days.

I'or, although the distance was not
very great, the ground was difficult,
and the king had l:ifmitrlacl that no travel-
ling should be done in the daylight; as
far as possible, the advance upon Ludari
was (0 he i1n secret.

The cshHital itself was, of course, in
the hands of the royalisls, so there would
be no tvecuble when the party arrived.
But it was neccessary -to exercise grent
caution. for the Tago:sa men \(ers
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watching the capital from all sides. Kol
Palak imtended to make a big and de-
termined attack as soon as he could get
his men together.

‘“ Well, guv’nor, what about us?’ I
inquired, as?lressing Nelson Lee as I
met him outside one of the houses.
“ Are we going on this expedition or
not?"’ - _

‘“ Well, my boy, I don't quite like it,
but I suppose we shall have to go——"'

‘“ Oh, good}”’

‘“Looking at the position from
every aspect, I think you boys will be
safer with us,” said Lee. ‘' Practically
all the men will be taken, and -you would
be unprotected if you remained here,
On the other hand, by coming with us,
you will be at least guaranteed a well-
armed escort,.and it is most improbable
that the entire army will be captured.
At the first sign of any danger, you boys
will return.”

I grinned. .

' We'll see about that later, sir.” I
said cheerfully. * Personally, 1 tlinik
we shall have an easy time of it. This
new padd is upknown {o the Tagossa.
and it won’t even be watched. We shall
slip through, and get to Ludari without
a shot being fired. That's my opinion,
anyway.”’

“I hope you are a true prophet,
Nipper,” said the guv'nor, ‘* and 1 cer-
tainly think that all the odds are in our
favour.”

Pi;t, came fort;ard. -~ ‘
‘“1 supposa there’s no possibilily o
this being a trap, sir?”’ ho asked. d

‘‘ There is a possibility, certainly, but
a very remote one,”’ replied Lee, -

‘““A trap?’ said Handforth. ‘ What
rot! Just as if—"

‘“ Wo can't be too careful,” went on
Pilt. ' Supposing the whole thing was
humbug? Supposing all this talk about
an avalanche was spoof? Weo might be
going into the mountaing on a fool's
errand—right into an ambush of 'a-
gossa agents. For example, it would be
easy for ns to walk into a blind gulch,
and then have our reireat cut off. We
should be caught like rats in a trap.”

Nelson Lee nodded.

‘“ You may be quite sure, Pitt, that
we have considered all those possibili-
ties,”" he sard.” ** But'we have come to
the conclusion that there is no humbug
about tho story; we beliove, in fact, that
it. is the perfect truth, and that this new
nasa through. the mauntains is a realitv..
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Nepoli himself knows the men
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who | sisted upon being with the king—in the

brought the information, and he vouches | very front line,

for their hounesty and loyalty to the
king. And Nopoli, as you know, is
stnunch to the badkbone. No, Pitt, I

do not think there is any cause for un-
easiness.”’

‘“ Woll, that's good enough, sir,”’ said
Pitt; “ but I just thought I'd mention
it."’

““ Quite right, too,”” said Lee. “ It
indicates that you are taking an intelh-
gent interest in the position, and I
sincerely trust that the general situa-
tion will be greatly improved before
many days have ern.psed.”

We had no time to sdy anything
further then, for Nelson Lee was called
away by Dorrie, who was busily engaged
in attending to matters connected with
the commissariat department of the
newly formed army.

Dorrie was working with a will, right
in his element, and doing his utmost
to further the plans of King Boris.
Captain Mason had already performed
lus share, for he had done magnificent
work in going to the wrecked schooner
and returning with all the booty in the
shapo of rifles, revolvers, machine-guns,
and ammunition,

It is only fair to say, in fact, that all
the members of our party did thoir best.
The juniors were perfectly willing to
lend a hand, but there was very little
that they could do. And now they were
going on, not as members of the army,
but under the wing of their escort.

King Boris himself would lead his
forces, which, of course, were all on foot.
There were close upon three thousand
men, all told—a much greater number
than I had anticipated. But they had
come from all quarters, post haste, 1In
answer (o their sovereign's call. They
wore all faithful subjecls—true born
Mordanians whom the Tagossa had left
untarnished.

It was a magnificent rally, and, for-
tunately, there were arms for all—and
plenty of food, too. Each man carried
sufficient rations for the whole trip, n
addition to their weapons and ban-
doliers.

All the picked men went tn advance.
with the king himself. In the event of
a suddon surprise, these men—the van-
guard—would bear the brunt of the
fighting. Behind them came other
sturdy felows. Dorrie, of course,

|

Captain Mason, the airship oflicers,
too, were not very far in the rear. I-
was quite certain that Nelson Lee would
have preferred Lo be with the others.
But he felt that it was his duty to stay
with the juniors, and they, of coursoe,
were not allowed to be anywhere near
the advance-guard.

In fact, we were quite near to the

rear, with about two hundred men
behind us. If the- king’s forces were
attadked in the mountains, we should
have ample warning, and there would
be time for the St. Frank's party Lo
beat a retreat, safely guarded by at least
two hundred armed men. If Nelson Leo
had not thought we were quite safe, he
would never have allowed us to come
on this trip.
_ The excitement and enthusiasm was
Intense when the timo came for starting
off. It was, indeed, a wonderful spec-
tacle—three thousand of these sturdy
Mordantans, all armed to the teeth, set-
ting out with their king across the
mountains to the capital,

It was a m nificent_enlerprise, and
worthy of complete success. In any ecase,
it was something which ¥ol Palak never
expected. He was not prepared for any
such rally on the part of tﬁe rovalists.

Strictly speaking, we wero -responsibln
for all this. But for us the king would
have been dead by this time. And it
was his majesty’s presance here which
had Dbrought the men of the valley
hastening to their monarch's side. They
would never have ‘answered the call in
this manner if the king had not been
actually present.

. There was a feeling of victory in the
air as  wo starled out—a great, long
column of men stretching across the
countryside towards the distant hills.
And night closed down upon us, shadow-
ing our movementa and hiding us from

view. We had eet out on the great.
venlare,

CITAPTER 1V.
WITHIN THE CAPITAT!

“Whal was the result to he?
DON'T think I shall evor foree!
that wonderful journey into .tha
mountains, There was a feeling 10
the air that we were going forward

to something tremendously exciting and

in- *good. We were all in the highest pos-
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sible spirits, Iresh, and ready for any
trouble.

It was a very different feeling to what
wo had experienced when we had
travelled from the Monastery of St.
Peter to Kol Palak’s stronghold in the
mountains. ‘That had been a nerve-
trying ordeal—a wearying journey of
many hardships. We had been expecting
attacks at any moment.

- But now there was a feeling abroad
that we were masters of the situation—
that we woere capable of beating off any

attacks that might be made, and we
marched along easily and without
{atigue.

I was rather sorry that Dorrie was not
with us, with his cheerful conversation
and constant jokes. But Dorrie was
well ahead—two or three miles ahead, in
fact—with King DBoris in the forefront
of his forces.

Nelson Lee was the onl
our party who accompanied the juniors.
Ile wanted to be with us in case we
wero separated, through any mishap,
from the rest; but, of course, we did not
cexpect that any mishaps would occur.

YWo were going into an unknown wil-
derness, a section of the mountains
which hardly one man knew anythin
about, and we were guided by the two
mountaincers who had first brought the
news., They, with Nepoli, were in the
very front of the column. The Spezai
Pass lay miles away to our lelt, along a
iotally different route, and the Goni
Pass was still further away to our right.

OQur own route wended its ay
through a narrow valley, whero the
rocky hills rose sharply on either side,
shutting out the surrounding country
completely. It was something like walk-
ing along the bottom of a gigantic ratl-
way cutting.

I think this divection had been taken
on purpoge. If Kol Palak had any scouts
in the region they wero not likely to see
any sign of the {ing's advancing .army,
for the whole big column was com-
pletely hidden in Ltﬁ'ncso deep mountain
recesses.  And as the night advanced we
chimbed higher and higher. The sur-
roundings became more ru?ged, and the
ground rocky and extremely rough.

We had started off at a good round
speed, but this, of course, could not be
maintained. Upon rough ground it was
impossible Lo go far. However. we pro-
gressed steadily and cheerfully, until,
towards dawn. we wero thousands of feet

member of

g { this canyon, where conetant
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above our stlarting point, right in the
very heart of the mountain range.

Less than a week earlier this place
had been absolutely impassable. 'There
had been no way throuF the peaks, and
the latter were incapable of being scaled.
They had formed a barrier which no
huipan being could conquer.

But then tho avalanche had come,
opening up a way through which we
could pass. A gigantic canyon had been
formed by that avalanche—a tremendous
cleft, miles in length, which cut right
through between two of the highest
peaks.

When at last dawn broke, we could
seo the exact nature of our surround-

ings, and we were somewhat awed by

tho grandeur of the scenery. It was a
tremendous spectacle—one which 1 shall

remenmiber for many a long day.

We were picking our way up the rock-
sirewn gorge. Away in front stretched
the great column of marching men,
apparently right into the invisible dis-
tance, and on either sidoe arose {rowning
masses of rock, Tor thousends of feeci
these rocks rose into the air, until their
summits were literally enshrounded by
the clounds, and wo were right down In
loom pre-
vailed, and where the sunlight could
never penetrate.

In places the mountainous rocks over-
hung in a terrifying way. I shuddered
when I thought of what would happen if
another landslide took place. We should
be crushed to atoms beneath the millions
of tons of falling rock.

But it was not pleasant to dwell upon
such thoughts as these, and yet I could
hardly prevent myself from doing so.
The very natuve of our position made
me t.hinl! deeply. 1 pictured to myself
our pli%ht if the rocks fcll in our rear,
and in {ront, too. We should simply be
hemmed in, bottled up in a gigantic
cleft from which no man could escape.
I shouwld be extremely glad when wo
emerged [romn this sinister gorge.

And the thought of spending the day
there in slecop did not make me feel
oxtremely comfortable. But it had to
be done. The entire army camped as
soon as dawn broke—there, in that awful
canyon. And, sirictly speaking, it wes
the only thing that could be done.

For, down here we were hidden from
sight—wo were completely conccaled by
the . gigantic natural walls which
hemmed we in. Even if there wero a
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thousand members of Lhe Tagossa near
by, they could never know of our pre-
sence. And Kinr: DBoris had had fully
fty scouls on the watch for the past
areo or four days.

Wo had completed the first part of
our programmae without a hitch. During
the night we had travelled the Lwelve
miles to the pass, and now we were rest-
inﬁ. waiting for the night to fall again.

Yhen darkness came the army would
move forward once more, to emerge into
the open, under the eyes of any watchers
who might be near L But the dark-
ness would cover us, for there would be
no moon until tho early hours of theo
morning. And this part of the journey
would be easier, for we should descend
™to the ferlile valley of Ludari.

~Although the. journey had not been
very arduous, we were quite ready for
sleep after a good meal. I was awake
and active some Lime before nightfall.
but the other juniors were not disturbed
until an hour before the time fixed for
departurec. A good meal was disposed
of, and then we were ready.

And this would prove to be the most
difficdt part of our trip. Extreme
caulion was necessary. Every man was
told that conversation was forbidden, no
man was to smoke, and very little noise
was to be made, for wo were descending
into the valley in secret, porhaps under
the very eves of our enemies.

It was rather a thrilling experience,
and the St. Frank’s fellows entered into
the spirit of the thing with enormous
interest. Would a surpriso attack come?
Should we be seen and fired upon by
Kol Palak’s men? There was just a pos-
mibilil{l that this would happen, but we
were hoping that our entry into Ludari
would be secret.

The weather favoured us, for the sky
was overcast by heavy clouds, completely
shutting out all the starlight and meaking
the countryside intensely black. We
woro not yisible even at a distance of
two hundred vards, and a fairly high
wind drowned the noise of our marching.

There was something very thrilling
about this secrot advance upon Ludari.
If we succoeded, it was almost a cer-
tainty that we would spring a surprise
upon the revolutionarios which they
would probably never recover from.

For Kol Palak was planning an attack
on the capital. That attack would not
como off for a day or two—wo wero
convinced of that. When it did mate-
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rialise, the brigands would Dbelicve that
Ludari was slill held by a comparalively
small band of royalists, who were not
particularly well supplied with arms and
amnmunition.

And then would come the surprise.

IFor Kol Palak and his men would find
the capital in the hands of a huge, deter-
mined force. There would be a great
battle, and the result of .that Dballle
would bo almost a certainty from the
vory first shot.

“This, of course, was the rosy side of
the picture. We did not overlook the
fact that the Tagossa men would be on
the alert. They knew that wo had all
escaped, and that the king himself was
at liberly. And the Tagosse had spies
everywhere. Perhaps we were fondl
deluding ourselves; perhaps Kol l’alai
knew everything. And oven now we
might be walking blindly into a-greal
ambush which had been prepared for
our benefit. It hardly seemed possible
that we should be able to fool the Ta-
gossa in the way we had planned. But
there was the one fact that our route
was not known, and that Palak had pro-
bably set no watchers on this part of
the mountain range. :

‘“It'll be tremendously rich if those
blighters are watching those two other
passes,”’ I exclaimed in a low whisper,
as I marched along with my chums.
‘“ Just think of it, iny children! Whila
they're kicking their heels miles away,
we're stealing through at this point.
I only hope that everything goes all
serene, and that we arrive in Ludari
according to programme.”’

“You bet we shall,'’ said Handforth.
“ Thoso rotten brigands are reserving
all t'l'\elr forces to guard the Jazzi Pass

‘“You ass!" said Church. ¢ You
I‘I

mean the Spezzi Pass.”

‘“ Same thing ! aaid Handforth.
knew it had two ‘z’s’ in it, any:way.
But why argue about a fatheaded word”
Then there’s that other pass—Kol Palak
has concentraled his forces there, too, I
expeoct."’

‘“ Belter not talk so loud, Yandy.”
whispered McClure. “ You &now the
orders—no conversation.’’

“Well, I'm only rhispering, you
ass!” sald Handforth, in a voice that

could have been heard fifty yards away.

‘“ Shut up, Handy!”
Handforth would probably have con-
tinued but for tho fact that Nelson Lee
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came along and put a stop to it. land.
forth thought that he was whispering—
but his whisper was of the stage variety;
he let everybody know what he was
talking about. :

By this time we were well out of the
pass, under the open_alrr, and beading
downwards 'into the valley of Ludari.
We were all gled to be free from those
overhanging, menacing rocks, and,
although the darkness was intense, we
instinctively knew that the scene on this
side of the mountain range was very
d)fferent fromn the scene on the-other.

And the air was singularly clear.
Right away in the distance we could sce
nunibers of twinkling lights—for it was
not very late, and we were wondering
what those lights could mean.

‘“ I should say they’'re about ten miles
off. riﬁht down in the bottom of the
valley,” whispered Tommy Watson. ‘I
wonder if it's a camp—Tagossa men,
waiting for us to come along?’ -

‘‘ Do’ show some sense!’” 1 said. ‘‘Ts
it hkely that the enemy would give the
show away in such & manner? No, that’s
not a cam 7

*“ They’re the lights of Ludari itself !’
Eut in Handforth. “You chaps

aven't got any sense. We're within
sight of our destination.”

‘“ Exactly,” I grinned. ‘It's a prelty
certain fact that those lights are in the
capital. They don't seern a great dis-
tance off, but 1 expect we have a lot of
rough ground to cover before we arrive.
By Jingo! What a cheerful prospect, to
go into a real town at last, where there
13 a direct route mto countries where
they' have railivays and telegraphs! It’s
like coming into the world again.”

There could be no doubt that Hand-
forth’s suggestion was correet. ‘Those
lights were 1n Ludari—for, after all, the
town was not a great distance away,
and we were several thousands of feet
above. We continued on our jourrfey,
{eeling more confident than ever.

~As the time passed, one by one the
lights disappeared uniil at length total
darkness lay ahead. The people in the
capital had all retired, and no lights
were now burning. | o

It was reckoned that we should arrive,
barring mishaps, just before dawn, in
time for the whole army to get within
the city gates before daylight came to
betray their presence. .

And when we were still two hours’
march ‘awav, a number of fast scouts
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were sent on in advance. Thess men
had orders to go on at the double and
to preparo those within. the capital fer
our arrival.

It was necessary that the gales should
be open to admt us, and that other
preparations should be made. Ludari,
we learned, was entirely surrounded by
a high stone wall—a tremendously thick
structure which had been standing for
conturies, and which was as firm and
solid as ever.

The city was, indeed, in many ways
similar to the design of the Middle
Agos, and very picturesque. We should
alfbe intcresied to see it, and to explore
ita many odd corners, and to take snap-
shots. Not that we should heve much
chance of doing the latter, for we hadn’t
a camera aniong us, and it was most un-
likely that such articles were proturable
in Ludari. '

The nearer we got to the capital the
more cautious became our movements.
A keen watch was kept on either side,
and we were constantly on tho jump,
half expecting a sudden, swift attack.

But no such attack came, and thso
great column of men went on its way
unmolested. In spite of the gloom, we
could see that the country was of a very
different character here. There were
forests and vast tracts of cultivated land,
and quite constantly we passed great
flocks of sheep peacefully grazing on the
hillside. We had left the wild, rugged
region behind us and were now entering
upon -a country which was fertile, green
and good to look upon.

And all our hopes were realised.

For at length Ludari became a reality, -
and not a 'ssibiliti. It lay just in
front of us, less than half a mile distant.
We could distinguish tho high walls
against the sky En and we presently
found vurselves striding along a fairly’
ood rond which led straight towards
tho main gateway,

There were only two gates to the city
—ono at the south, and one at the north.
Everywhere else the high walls com:
plele]y. encircled the buildings. Thus,
providing a proper guard was kept.
Ludari could never be taken by au
enemy. Kol Palak had seized it, 1n tho.
first place, owing to the treachery of
the guards within. Ho knew that he
would not do so on a second oceasion,.
but he bhelieved that greatly superior.
forces would win the day for ‘?lim.
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When the (imo camo he
hitwself sadly mistaken,

We were greatly excited as we ap-
proached the gatos. As we had ex-
pected, they were standing . wide open,
rcady to receive us. Add King Boris
and his three thousand men entered
guietly, and without demonstration, like
an army of ghosts.

It was a most impressive affair. A
grealt many of the inhabitants of the
cily were awake, thrilled with excite-
mont at the rumours which had been
sprecad about. Not many of them would
believe that their king and prince had
returned.

But they were all ordered to remain
quiet, and, whatover they saw, to refrain
from noisy demonstrations.

I was very sorry that I could not be
in front, with the vanguard; but, as
1 heard later, it was a rather wonderful
experience.

King Boris marched at the head of
his army, with the Crown Prince by his
side. DBoth of them wero calm, cool,
and filled with gratitude that they
should be in their capital once more,
and, on either hand, large numbers of
the populace lined the quainlly cobbled
streets, giving a silent but heartfelt
wolcomao.

What Ludari thought of it all, I could
not imagine. But they were tremen-
dously elated and excited. To awaken
at dead of night to find their king re-
turned, brm?iug with him three thou-
sand men, all fully armed, was indeed
an evont of the ulmost importance.

And when we were all within the
gates, these latter were closed and
guardod. We had done the trick. We
had journeyed across the great moun-
tain range, and were now within the
comparative safety of Mordania’s
caPitnl.

' Good business!”’ said Handforth en-
thusiastically. *‘* What did I tell you?
I jolly well knew it could be done!”

‘ Rather!”’ satd Church. ‘“ My hal!
It's beon a long walk, and I'm feeling
tired. But I don't want to go to bed

et; I wanl to see what's going to
appon.”’

““1 don’t suppose much will happen
to-nighl—or, rather, this morning,’”” I
put m. ‘“ You can bet your bools, my
sons, that wa shall be found accommo-
dation as soon as possible, and then wo
shall tuck in and go to sleep-—"'

“Tuck in?’ said IFally Litlle, prick-

would find jing up his ears.
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“ That's just what [
need! I'm positively famished—'"
- ““ My goodness!'’ said Pitt.  What
about that huge parcel of grub you
carried on your back—exira rations, as
you called them?”

*“ Why, that's all gone, you ass!’ said
I'alty indignantly. * You didn't expect
it to last tor ever, I suppose?’’

‘* You've scoffed all that grub your-
self 1"’

‘““ Of course

‘“ Well, I'm blessed!”” said Pitt. 1
thought those extra rations were for'the
centire army! If you eat anything now,
you're a marvel!"’

It wasn't long before Fatty had an
opportunily of proving that he was
indeed a marvel, for we were all taken
away to the king’s palace, and provided
with food in plenly. And now it was
roal food—almost the same as we were
accustomed to having in England.

The palace was much more magnifi-
cent than we had anticipated—a large
while stone building of medieval design,
with many turrets and towers of ex-
tremely picturesque appearance.

And within there were many com-
forts. For the first time since leaving
England we found ourselves provided
with real beds, and we were able to tuck
ourselves between snowy white sheets..
But this was not until after we had fed
ourselves and bathed; then, feeling
really good, we retired to rest.

“ Well, my sons, Lhings are getling’
better and better,”’ I said sleepily, as [
turned in. ‘* We're in Ludari now, and
it ought to be quite an easy job to get
out to the world beyond. In any case,
we sha'n’t go into those awful moun-
tains again, Practically all our troubles
are over.”’

‘“ Begad! T hope so0, dear old boy,”
said Sir Montie sleepily. *““‘I'm woa-
derin’ if it would be possible to obtain
a fresh supply of clean collars——"'

‘““ Oh; blow you and your collars!"”
interrupled Handforth. * I'm thinking
about the scrap thal's coming off. My
hat! Won’t it be gorgeous? Kol Palak
aud his men wiped out! If they dare to
allack this city, thoy'll get the biggeat
surprise. of their guilty old lives!”

‘ And we shall soon be on our way
back Lo Vngland,”” murmured Tommy
Walson; ‘‘ back to St. Frank's, and lo
everybody we know! My only hat’
Doesn’'t it make you chaps feel 1mn-

 patient to be getling on the move?"”’
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“ Ralher )’ I said. ‘‘ But just at pre-
sent we can’t do anit.hing, Tommy.
We've just got to sit tight and wait until
Ko} Palak gets busyl”

CHAPTER V.
HANDFORTH’S CAPTURE |

DWARD OSWALD HANDIFORTH
E thrust his hand into his trousers
and looked about him

wilh o critical eye.

Then he
nodded condescendingly. i

** Not so bad,”” he remarked, in a
gradging way. ‘* Of course, it’s simply
awful compared to one of our towns;
Lut, on the whole, it’s not half so
dusty.’”

‘““Jolly interesting, I call it,”
Chuxch,

“It’s just like one of those pictures
ycu see_in a book of fairy tales,” de-
clared McClure. ‘ There’s everything
here—cobbled streets, the round, cone-
~xhaped roofs of rod tiles, and every-
thing. YWhat a shame we haven't got a
camera with us.”

'The juniors were standing in the
centre of Ludari’s central square. The
sun was shining gloriously, and it was
now momning; we had all been within
the capital for just about thirty-two
hours,

Our slecep had been a long one, for
we had not been aroused until the even-
ing on the previous day. It had then
heen too late to do any exploring. We
had been entertained at a great banquet
given by King Boris. It had been a
magnilicent affair, in which every mem-
Ler of our party figured. There were
scores of other people present—pro-
minent Ludari citizons, members of tho
army, and so forth.

‘he banqueting hall was a huge place,
and, after the. feed, there had been
patriotic speeches and events of that
kind. The great hall was illuminated
by hundreds of candles, which gave the
whole affair an exiremely quaint and
harming appearance. -

And then, after this affair, nearly all
lhe fellows had gone to bed again—not
that they were sleepy, but because there
was nothing else to do. But now it was
ino;-’ning, and Ludari was looking at ils
) . |

A large party of juniors had set out
lo explore the town, -and they were
tramendously interested in all they saw.
T'he natives were greatly interested in

pockets,

sard
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us, too. Wherever we 'went we atiracted
general attention. We were the heroes
of the hour; we were respected and
saluted on every hand. .

King Boris had maede known to his
subjects the whole truth; he had pro-
claimed that we were responsible for his
return to the capital; that we had saved
his life; and that we had made the
defeat of the Tagossa almost a cer-
tainty, |

Exploring the town was an interesting
occupation. We saw much to interest
us, for Ludari was astoundingly old-
fagshioned. It was hardly possible to
'unagl'ine that we were living in an‘age
of electricity, wireless, aviation, and so
forth. Hera, in Ludari,
bad scarcely been heard of.

All the people were attired 1n native
costume. Not a man or a woman would
have dreamed of going abroad in any
other attire. The streets, therefore, pre-
sented o very qcturesque aeppeararice,
with the many highly coloured dresses
constantly passing to and fro. It all
seemed so peacetul and charming.

It was hardly possible to realise that
the country had recently been in a state
of turmoil, and that Kol Palak, tho
revolutionary leader, had seized the
capital and compelled the king to flee.

ut this, as we all knew, had actually
happened. And it had only been after
de?erate. fighting that the brigand chief
had been flung out. He had been over-
confident—he had taken it for granted
that his position was secure, and that
the royaliste, without their king, would
never dream of counter-attacking.
Palak mow knew that it 13 an unwiso.
thini to take matters for granted.
nd he wa3s preparing a fresh attack
on the capital. Lven now, while we
were exploring Ludari, the members of
the Tagossa wero gati'lering themselves
together for a determined onslaught.
ut we had =all the advantage of the
situation. |

Wo believed that we had entered
Ludari in secret, and that Palak kmew
nothing whatever about our arrival.
Accordingly, the - brigand chief would
assume that his task was not a very
difficult one, '

All he had to do was to get a strong
body of men and attack the capital by
surprise. Once within the eity’s streets,
e bricf fight would be sufficient. Tho

theso things

defenders would never be able to with-

stand the onaslaughts of the Tagossa.
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But, unknown to Palak, three thou-
sand determined men had entered tho
city’'s gates—men who were staunch to
their &king, and who were ready to die.
They were all well armed, and at various
points round the city walls machine-
guns. had been placed. . When the Ta-
gossa’s attack came it would not be a
walk-over, after all!

Great precautions had been taken.

The city gates wero constantly closad
and guardeg. No man was allowed to
leave Ludarli, and no strangers were
admitied. The city was locked up, tight
and secure. And Palak would suspect
nothing; he would assume that the
royalists were nervous and in great fear
of an altack.

Pos-

It was necessary to be careful.

sibly there were spies in the city—
agonts” of the Tagossa, who would be
eager to go forth in the night and to
warn DPalak that everything was notl as
he imagined. And so all the inhabitants
were kept within the city walls. At
night a most strict watch was kept.
There were sontries stationed along the
walls every few yards, within and with-
out. It would be utterly impossible for
any human being to leave Ludari with-
out being seen and stopped.

These were all warlikke precautions;
but there was nothing whatever warlike
about the town’s appearance in the
bright warmth of the spring sunshine.
Handforth and Co. and several of the
olher fellows
greatly.

“It's about the most wonderful town
I've over seen,”’ exclaimed Reginald
Pitt. * We haven't explored half of it
yot, bul what we have seen is tremen-
dously fine. These houses must have
been built four or five hundred years
ago. And look al them—as firm and
strong as ever.””

“Yes, they knew how to build in
those days,’”’ said Bob Christine, nod-
ding. ‘' They didn't shove houses up
in two minutes, with walls made of coke
blocks, and all sorts of old rubbish.
These houses will still be intact after
all our new villas have dropped into
decay.”’ :

““Well, that’s true enough, I sup-
pose,”’ said Pitt, '‘ but we needn’t go
into - any argument about it. I was
thinking it wouldr't be a bad idea for
us {0 explore the north half of the city
lo-day, and the sputh half to-tnorrow.

were enjoying themselves

‘A ripping ganme, you

THLE NELSON LEE LIBRARY

We might as well do the job. thor-
oughly while we're about it. Isn’t 1t
glorious to know that we're freo, and
that it will only be a matllor of days
before we're off for home?"

‘“ Rather!" . :

** Hurrah '™

‘“ Home—and St. I'rank’s!”’

““Good old St. Frank's!’ said Do
Valerie, almost lovingly. *‘‘ We didn’t
use to appreciate it much, but we shall
when we go back., I'd love to be out
in the old Triangle now or on the play-
ing fields, punting a football about——"

“Don’t!” said Handlorlh. *° It makes
my mouth water."”

‘* But vou'ro wrong about the foot-
ball,’”* put in Church. ‘‘* You'd be hand-
ling a bat, I expecl. because the cricket
season’s already in."

“ By Jingo, so it is!” excloimned -De
Valerte, with sparkling eyes. ‘‘ Cricket'!
1ppl know: and 1
expect these people out here have never
even heard of it. Wouldn’t it be grand
if we could find a bat, a ball, and some
wickets—"'

““Oh, don'l be an ass!" interrupted
Pitt. © We'd all like a game of cricket.
I dare say; but cricket, somehow,

doesn’t seemn to fit in with these sur-
roundings. It would be completely out
of the picture. And besides, whero
should we find a field?”

“It's no good arguing,’” put In
Tommy Watson. ‘' We shall all be back
at St. Frank's before so very long, and
then we shall be able to play ericket
properly.”’

‘““Yes, rather!”

‘“ What .a rippin’ prospect, begad!"’

It bucked the fellows up to think
about 1t. And there certainly was every
reason to believe that we should soon be
shaking the dust of Mordania from our
feet. We should be overjoyed to gel
back to England and home; but, some-
how, I felt just a little pang at the
thought of going back to the ordinary
hum-druin existence at St. Frank's.

Mordania, at all events, was proviiding
us with plenty of excitement!

Soon after midday news came in from
the hills—news of the greatest import-
ance. The king's scouts had ascerlained
that Kol Palak and his men were con-
centrating in the district. Great num-
bers of the Tagossa were preparing for
their big attack on the cily.

It was apparent, in fact, that tho
battle was to be that night. '
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“ Well, 1t’s better ta get it over,”’
Pitt. ** Waiting will on :
and all that sort of thing. Ludan will
either be safe for good in the morning,
or 1n the hands of the Tagossa.”

“If I was a betting chap, I'd wager
twenty to one on the king’s men,'' said
Bob Christine. ‘‘ Why, Palak doesn’t
stand a chance. If he only knew what
kind of a reception was waiting for him,

he’d buzz back into the hills, without |

making any giddy attack at all!”
Outwardly, the city presented the
samme appearance as usual during the
afternoon; but, searching closely, and
taking hoced of every little action and
expression, one could eee that the in-
habitants were in a state of suppressed
excitement. There was a feeling in the
air that something of a dramatic char-
acter. was soon to take place.

"After tea in the palace, Nelson Lec
addressed all the juniors, and told them
clearly and concisely that they were all
to be within doors at nightfall. These
were strict orders, and must be obeyed.

‘“1 don't want you to take my words
hightly, boys,” saii Nelson Lee. ‘It is
praclically certain that Kol Palak will
make his attack to-night, and it is most
imperative: that you should be safely
within the palace walls when nightfall
comes.”’

** But you don't expect the ailtack to
happen in the evening, sir?”’ exclaimed
Pitt.

** Perhaps not,”" said Nelson Lee.
* But I mean to be on the safe side.
Personally, I do not anticipate this
attack until midnight, or perhaps the
small hours of the morning. But I am
responsible for the safety of you all,
and you must report yourselves to me
bere, in this apartment, before complete
dnikness arrives.”

Lord Dorrimore nodded. _

‘“ An' quite right, too,”’ he said. ‘* No
nonsense, you Kids. If you ain't all in
by the time stated you’ﬁ get a tannin’.
'f‘iere’ll 'probnbl? some atray bullets

‘—

fiyin' about, an’ it ain’t necessary for
you to stop 'em. An’ even a sEent ullet
can do a deuce of a lot of harm if 1t

hikes 1”’

All the juniors knew that there would
be no escaping from these orders, and
when they ventured out into the city's
streets in the evening, they did so with
the express intention of getting back
before darkness fell.

Handforth and Co. went off by them-

| satd McClure.
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said | selves, Edward Oswald baving expressed
y cause suspense | a desire to examine an old ruin in the

south-east corner of the town. Church

and MeClurz who wanted to go in quite
a different direction, only went with
their leader because they thought him
incapable of taking care of himself.
It would be fatal to let Handforih
wander about on his own. If he hada't
ot Church and McClure to argue with,
ge would start his little games on some
of the inhabitants. Ractions would cor-
tainly fallow. Church and McClure felt
that it was their duty to keep Hand-
forth out of mischief. ;

So they went with him, and’ were
obliged to suffer from his conversktion
all the time. Handforth talked a great
deal about architecture, and he spoke
with the air of a lecturer as he surveyed
the  old ruins. His chums had the
greatest difficulty in keeping their faces
stre.ig;lt, for about ninety per cent. of
Handforth's remarks were hopelessly in-
accarate. But, to Handforth, this was
merely a detail.

They were in a very quict corner of
the cily—a seclion where there were fow
dwelling houses, and no business pre-
mises whatever. Immediately in front
of them lay the ruin of an old monas-
lery—a ?Iace of wonderful historical
interest. In the immediate vicinity were
two or three other buildings, which were
not frequented in the evening—a school,
a structure which appeared to be a place
of worship, and one or two similar build-
ings. And only a few citizens were to
be seen in the narrow, twisted, cobbled"
streets. Handforth and Co. had the
place almost to themselves. .o

‘*“ Wanderfully quiet here,”’ remarked
Church. ‘ Peacetul, too. It’s jolly diffi-
cult to imagine that this city has been
through two or three battles recently,
and that another baltle is to take place
to-night.”’

“* Well, thank qo_odno.ss the enemy
doesn’t possess artillery!” said McClure.
‘“ They can’t shell the town—" -

Tt wouldn't matter to me if they.
did,”’ broke in Handforth disdainfully.
‘“I'm not afraid of being under fire.”

“I wasn't talking about that at all,”
““T was thinking about
the buildin these marvellons old
structures wﬁich have stood the fest of
cenluries. What an awful shame it is
when an enemy. comes and shells his-
torical ruins and buildings like this!
It’s—it’s almost like snerilege.” '
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Handforth sniffed.

“Rot!"’ he said bluntly., * What if
these buildings wero shelled and ruined?
There are plenty more bridks, and plenty
of morlar. It wouldn't take long to
build new houses; and it would give the
workmen something to do!”’

“You ass! What about the historical
value of these places?”’

‘“ Oh, thal's nothing!’ said Hand-
forth. “I'm a materialist—there’'s no
fatheaded sentiment about me, thank
goodness! A building’s a building, and
o it's new, it's all the better'™

Of course, he was only saying this for
the sake of argument, because if Hand-
forth didn't find any legitimate reason
to argue, he would invent one. He had
come to this quarter of the city on pur-
pose to inspect these historical ruins,
and he was greatly interested. For even
Handforth could not fail to see the pic-
turesque beauly in the old buildings. He
and. his chums were about to move back
towards the palace when Handforth's
attention suddenly becamo arrested. He
was gazing down the narrow, cobbled
slrect with great interest. Church and
McClure stood by impatiently.

‘“ Wo shall have to buck up, Handy,”
said Church, at length. *‘It’s getting
dw.:k, you know, and we mustn’t forget
Mrc. Lee's orders.”

“.Don’t you worry about that,"” said
Handforth mysteriously. ‘I know what
I'm doing. Look at that chap down
there. What do you make of him?"

Church and McCluve stared down the
sireet al a figure which had come into
view. Its back was towards them, and
it was crouching flat against the wall,
as though seeking to escape observation.
The juniors had only just turned the
coener, and the other man, probably,
was unaware of thoir presence.

‘““ There's nothing particularly interest-
ing about the chap,”’ said Church;
““ just one of these Mordanians, with
woollen trousers, skull cap, and every-
thing complete. What are you making
a mystery about, Handy?”’

" Handforth glared.

““ Who's making a mystery?’ he de-
manded. ‘ But that chap has been act-
ing in a quecer way. ok at him!
Why is he hiding himself like that?
What's the idea of flattening himself
against the wall?"

‘“ That’s his business, 1 suppose,’’ said
MoClure impatiently. * What a chap
yoa are for interesting youreelf in other

|
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people’s affairs, Handy'! I dare say the
poor chap has spotted his tailor, or
something, and has dodged out of the
way until—"
“ You—you prize ass!"”’ snorted Hand-
forth. ““ We aimn't in London; men don't
dodge their tailors in Ludari! I'm
pretty sure of one thing; I've formed a
theory, and I mean to investigate.”

Church and McClure groaned. The
use of those words meant only one
thing. Handforth fancied himself a3 a
detective—this was one of his pat illu-
sions, And whenever he began to talk
aboul theories and investigations, it was
e signal that he had developed a fresh
attack of the fever.

‘ Oh, come on!"’ muttered Church.

‘“I'll come on when I'in ready!”’ ex-
claimed Handforth, hia eyes gleaming.
“I'm going to get on the track of this.
chap, my sons. He's a spy! Ho's a
member of the ‘l'ugossa! And if "we
don't watch him, he’ll oscape from the
city and warn Kol Palak of what we've
propared !

“0Oh, my pgoodness!” whispered
McClure. * A spy'! How the dickens do
you know that? I’ve mever known such
a chap for jumping to conclusions.
Grab him, Churchy! We've got to haul
him out of the danger zone.”

‘“ My hat!"" ojaculated Handforlh sud-
denly. *' Did you see that? The fellow
just dropped a piece of paper! I saw

im &crawling something a minute ago—
a nole, 1 expect. I don’t suppose it's
satisfied him, so he threw it away!”

““ But—but what’s the 1dea?’' asked
Church. |

“Why, we'll get hold of thal note.
Thero you arve!” said Handforth ex-
citedly. ‘“ He's off now! Come on!
We shall have to buck up, or we shall
lose sight of him in these twisting
gtreels!”

It was quite hopeless for Church and
McClure to stop their leader now. He
wag fairly on the go, and was not likely
to take any motice of what they said.
There was a keen light in his eyes, and
his jaw was set. The great Idward
Oswald was on the track!

He ran forward lightly—at least, his
movements were light in his own
orimon. Church and McClure were in-
clined to compare his actions to those of
an elephant..

The Mordanian in front of them was
a smallish, bent man, rather elderly,
according to his rear aspect, and he waa
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walking straight on down the streel,
apparenlly obhvious of the fact that he
was being followed. Handforth searched
about eagerly as he camo to tho spot
where the man had been standing, and
he gave a liltle exclamation of triumph
as he saw a screwed-up scrap of paper.

“ By George!” he muttered.

Handforth snatched it up, unfolded it,
and gazed eagerly at the crumpled sur-
face. And there, right in the centre of
the peper, was an unmistakable symbol
—a lrastily scrawled design in pencil,
‘representing a torch with a big flame at
the top.

“ Great pip!" gasped Handlorth.
“What is it, you ass?"

‘“ Let’s have a look !’

“ The sign of the flaming torch!"’ said
Handforth, with fierce triumph. ‘‘ What
did T tell you? The sign of the Ta-
gossa! That chap’s a spy—one of Kol
I’alak’s men! Come on, we're going to
¢collar him!” -

“ But—but—-"" -

““ Hold on, Ilandy——"

“ Rats!”’ said Handforth. ‘' I haven't
got any time to argue. We've got to
capture that rotlor, and take him to the
palace. My word, what a sensation we
shall canse, bringing in a spy! I'll bet
he'll be court-martialled and shot within
the hour!”’

Church and MecClure had suspicions.
Somehow they felt that it wasn't quite
such an eesy matter to capture a real
spy. But to remonstrate with Handforth
was just about as profitable as telling a
{funny story {o a hrazen image.

. *“Buck up!' said Handforth. “1
expect the chap's armed, so we shall
have to bo careful.”

He ran forward at full speed now,
lumbering along, and making no
attempt to hide his movemeonts. The
man 1n native costumo turned sharply
as he heard the running footsteps of the
juniors. e was an elderly man, with
a long grey beard, and brown, wrinkled
countenance. Just for a moment he
seemed startled, and appcared to hesi-
tate. Then he shnlggoc{) his shoulders,
stood back against Lthe wall, and waited.

Handforth and Co. arrived, breathless.
Church and MecClire were not at all
comfortable, but lhef wera obliged to
back their impulsive lcader. They could
nevor leave him to deal with this matter
single-handed, .

| courtyard of the king's palace.

‘“ Collar ITandforth
grimly. | . .

“ But—but he may be a harmless
citizon—""

“ We're not taking any chanoces,” said
Handforth, reaching forward and grasp-
ing the cl'derly native by the shoulder.
“You rotter! You're a spy, and we've
got you! We're going to cart you along
to the king’s palace! _
~ The men protested, speaking volubly
in a langnage which the juniors ocould
not understand, but which they believed
to bo Italian. The man struggled and
protested vigorously, but he was helpless
in the grasp of the thrée juniors. .

A few other cilizens were in  sight
now, and it secmed likely that a scene
wonld be created. But the prisoner had
tho good sense to take it quietly, and.
after a shrug of his shoulders, he walked
Enctly along with Handforth and Co.,

dward Oswald keceping a firm grip on
his shoulder.

They walked through t(he streets
briskly, and at last arrived -withit}n:.he
They
marched in between tho sentries, who
closed the big gates behind them; the
juniors, of course, were admitted as
often as they pleased. They had full
permission to come and go as they
pleased.

Just as it happened, in the courtyard
several juniors were talking to rd
Dorrimore, and he turned and stared as
he saw the newcomers arriving with
their prisoner. |

‘““ Hallo! What'’s this?”’ he asked
mildly. o

“1 want to see Mr. Lee!"’ said Hand-
forth, with great importance. ‘‘ I've got
a prisoner here—a spy! We found him

him!” panted

under suspicious circumstances. I want
lo see Mr. Leo at once.”
gad?'. said Dorrie, with a

twink{a in his eye. ‘‘' So this gentleman
is a spy, eh? Poor old thin%! 'm afraid
you’ve made ‘a frightful bloomer this
time.” _ .

‘““ A—a Dbloomer?’ gasped Handforth.

‘““ Yes, my son, you have!' exclaimed
the prisoner cheerfully. ‘I didn’t want
to cause trouble in the town, so I came
along quietly. And now I suppose you're
]:n'ett.y well pleased with yourself! That
ittle scrap of paper spoofed you
nicely 1"’ |

Handforth and Co. stared in amaze-
ment, for the prisoner had peeled off his
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beard, and stood revealed as =a

very
youthful person.

““ Nipper!"” yelled Church and
McClure.

“ Well, I always knew- you were a fat-
head, but, for sheer idiocy, this just
about. carries off the biscuil!” said
ITandforth indignantly.

‘“Ha, ha, ha!”

‘“ Better luck next time, old son!’ I
grinned. “ You collared me in a mas-
terly way, and it was rather a compli-
ment to my disguise.”’

Handforth glared.

“But what was the idea of getting
vourself up in that mad way?”’ he de-
manded. “ Why can’t you E@have like
a decent human being, instead of—""

e Mg dear ass,s I was merely prowl-
ing about, looking for spies,”’ ? ex-
plained. ‘* The guv’nor has been at the
same game. We bacame a bit suspicious
rogarding two or threec men, so we just
kept on their tracks, watching them. As
il happened, there’s been notﬁing in the
way of—-"
Crack! Crack! Crack!

We all started, and stared out of the
courtyard with rather startled expres-
sions. Quile distinclly on the late even-
1hg air came the sharp cracking of rifles

—not one or two, but many. They in-
creased. |

. Then came another sound—one that I
instantly recognised.

The raltling woar of machine-gun fire!
‘““ Great Scott!"” I “The Ta-

gas&::ed.
gossa men are here! The ettack has
comnienced !"’

CHAPTER VI.
TRE. ROUT OF THE TAGOSSA!

HT. battle had started!

I Just as King Boris had antici-
ated, Kol Palak and his' men
tad chosen a moment when

everything scemed to be peaceful and
qutet—when i1t seemed impossible that
the inhabitants of Ludari were on
guard.

For it was late evening, almost the |

houvr when the citizens retired to rest.
Peorsonally, I had expected Palak to
made his attack during the night ; but,
for some reason, the brigand chief com-
mencod the battle now.

Unfortunately, it was impossible for us
to witness the actual battle, for Nelson
Loe would not allow us to depart from
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the centre of the city. We were to be
idle watchers, out of all dangor. ‘

But later on I heard all the details
of ithat great tussle. So I find it pos-
stblo to set them all down as they
actually happened.

The Tagossa evidently knew thatl they
would not have everything their own
way, and that they would need to fight
hard in order (o gain possession of
Ludart, for they were oulside the cily
wall in thousands—a great many thou-
sands.

They came in swarms, concenirating
on all sides. As there were no guns in
the city—indeed, no artiller’y of any
sort—it was possible for the Tagossa to
form into battle array in full view of
the ecnemy. For they were quite out of
range, and they fondly imagined that
they would only be worried by a very
scattered fire when they made their
atlempts to smash down the gates and to
scale the walls, _ _

But then they received the surprise of

their lives. |

The defenders knew all about the
projected attack long before it actually
took place, and, quietly and calmly, they
prepared. Hundreds of men were placed
upon the walls, where special firing posts
had been erected—well-protected firing

posts Lthrough which the defenders could

| rake the enemy with bullets,

And then, as the attackers drew near,
stealthily and silently, the first shot had
been fired. It was the signal for a
general fusilade. With a rattling roar
the rifles at two or three hundred
shoulders spat out their missiles of
death,

The brigands had expecled nothing of
this kind, and large numbers of them
crumpled up at once, and those follow-
ing were filled with blank dismay. They
fell back hurriedly. leaving many dead
and wounded near the walls.

But then {lhie leaders urged them on,
shouting that the defenders wore weak
and conld not do much damage.

A determined rush took place, and
this was just oulside the main gateway.
Hundreds of the Tagossa men hurled
themselves forward. They came surging
on, firing continuously with rifles and re-
volvers as they did so.

But the majority - of their bhullela
struck harmlessly against the stone walls.
And into their ranks was poured a
devastating fire—it was the fire from
two machine-guns, which suddenly
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opened out their death-dealing voices
with startling and devastating effects.
The columns of attackers simmply melted
away, leaving omnly a fow scattered
remnants,

It was the higgest surprise the Ta-
goesa men had over received.

And from the main gateway, thoso
men who escapod death fled helter-
skkelter. back into the dmtness which
lay lLeyond.

It was the same story round the
other scctions of the great wall. In all
there had been twenty simultaneous
aitacks, the Tagossa men believing that
they could bring about the swift down-
foll of the cily hy using all their forces
in ona detormined assanlt. They had
brought great scaling ladders with them
—rudely constructed affairs which re-
quired many men o carry them. These
were rushed forward, flung against the
walls, and then tho revolutionaries
swarmed up, their object being to swoop
on to the city in great numbers. And
Kol Palak had given them orders to
shoot everybody on sight—soldiers,
civilians, women and children.

Thoy were to institute a reign of terror
in Ludari—such a terror that resistance
would be beaten down by blood itself.
But, fortunately, Xol Palak’s dire
scheme was never put into operation,

I'or not one altacking party succeedad
in hrenkinT down the defence. In most
cases the ladders were cast aside long
before they could be erected, their
carriers either lying dead or fleeing in
tervor.

But in two cases the ladders wero
erecled, and scores of men swarmed up
o to the city’s walls, and then, just as
they were oxpecting to get through, a
machine-gun waus rushed to the spot, and
fire was opened.

Grrrrrr |

The deadly weapon sent forth its
grating roar, and a hail of hunllels raked
the laﬁde!'s up and down. Men fell in
all directions, screaming and groaning,
and others who wero about to climb up
lost heart, and fled into the darkness.
I'here was not the slightest doubt that
the Tagossa men were receiving more
than they bargained for. |

Indeed, it was obvious by the very
method of attadk (hal Kol Palak had
known nothing about the new army’s
arrival and the presence of machine-
gunsg in the cily.

But, allhouglyl the Tagossa was de-
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feated in no uncertain way at the outset
of Lhe fight, the attackers did not give
up the battle. They merely retired for
some little lime, in order to gather their
strength, and to accustom themselves to
the unexpected conditions.

On_the city walls the defenders were
practically intact, not a soul being
killed, and only one or two men suffer-
ing injuries. Thay had had all the
advantage with themi—but only because
they had sprung this surprise.

Meanwhile, the leaders of the Tarossa
army were making hurried plans, and,
before half an hour had passed, the most
grim attack of all took place. This was
of a different character from the others,
for the entire forces of Kol Palak hurled
themselves at the main gatoway—tiliey
concontrated on one spot.

Certainly there was more chance of
success by doing this, and there com-
menced a terrible and Dbloodthirsty
battlo. It was not as though tho de-
fenders were dealing with a mere raid-
ing party. The Tagossa maon were to be
numbered in thousands, and they were
all enraged by the fate which had over-
taken tﬁzir comrades. And when the
second attack tock place there \vas con-
siderable method employed.

Largo numbers of sharp-shooters crept

up in the darkness. They opened lre
simultaneouali[, picking off at least a
score of royalistsa who were incautiously

revealing themselves abovo the parapet.
Hidden behind banks of earth or
boulders, these snipers kept up thar
deadly work, firing et every opportunity.

Ang, meanwhile, another great party
came surging forward, armed with a

reat tree trunk, “'hicl"n was sent hurt-
ing forward wilh awful and tromendous
force.

Crash! Crash!

The log struck the gate with shatter-
ing .force, smashing the ironwork to
smithereens, but only breaking a clean
hole through the pgale. Mackine-guns
roared, rifles cracked. and many mem-
bors of the Tagossa fell, dead, dying or
wounded.

And then, almost in the same minute,

the loE. 'as again brought into action.
And this time the gates could not with-
stand the tremendous shock; ‘they

shivered to atoms under the impact, and
fell away in a crumpled mass ot twisted
iron. -

And throngh the gateway surged the
men of tho Tagossa—hundred aps: hun-
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dred. They were filled-with wild excite-
mont nhow, and they cared nothing for
machine-guns or rifles—they cared
nothing for death,

Large numbers were shot down as
they surged into the city. But the aflair
was serious enough, neverlheless, for
hundreds entered, and they commenced
firing at random as they rushed through
the city straste. DBut all the civilian
inhabitanls weve within doors, safe out
of harm'’s way.

If the Tagossa men believed that they
would sweep through the cily to the
palace, they had made a terrible mis-
take, for almost at once large numbers
of the king's men came racing along the
cobbled roadsways, ruching up from all
directions. And then commenced a ter-
rible baltle—a hand-to-hand struggle, in
which most of thes¢ men fougﬁt with
bare fisls or with the butts of revolvers.

It was ¢ terrible scene, and the shouts
of the fighters, the moans of 1ihe
wounded, the cracking and spurting of
rifles, all contributed to make a picture
which was one of terror and bloodshed.

Just for a short period it seemed that
the Taugossa men would gain the day—
that by sheer weght of numbers they
would beat down the grim dofence of
the Royalists.

But then, without warning. anoiher

asty came on the scene—led by L.ord
Borrimore hiinself. Dorrie positively
declared that he wasn’t going to be
oul of the excitement, so he collected
a large number of men, and went inlo
Latile. Fle arrived at the rear of the
T'agossa men. And there was only one
possible thing for the attackers to do—
and that was to surrender.

Rut the majority of them did not
surrender—they fought on to the
death, caring nothing. whether they
livad or died. And from withoutl, came
othotr sounds which spoke of grim
battles.

As a matter of fact, Kol Penlak’s
nd¥en were retreating in disorder.  All
their elforts had been in vain, and
nearly fifly per cent of their effectives
were either dead or wounded. The
casualties among the Tagossa were
appalling.

nd tho leaders realised that this
could not possibly go on. There was
only one course—and that was to
relreal. and disappear into the
mounlains, whero they would he safe.
And nany orders were given, and

lIt has been rouled completely.
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the invaders fell away from their
sitions and commenced a wild, hurried
ackward movement.

"But. then came the biggest shock of
all.

Their retreat was barred!

During the height of the battle over
a thousand men had left the Cily
by secret means and had taken up their
stations on the only sible route
by which the Tagossa could escape. And
here with many machine guns to assist
them the Royalisls waited; for they
knew that sooner or later the enemy
would beat a hasty retreat.

It was a complete ambush, and firve
was opened without any mercy. Kol
Palak’s men were called upon to
surrender, but this they refused {o do;
for, afler all, these mountain ruffians
werc as brave as lions.

And so the battle was left to lake its
course. A greal many men were
killed, a great many others were
wounded, and there were thousands of

prisoners. "Indeed. there could be only
one possible trutlr about this great
fight.

Kol Palak had gathered together his
entire forces for the battle. Iivery man
had been sent into action—there wers
no reserves. For Palak had believed
that this .one swift, overpowering rush
would end in complete succoss Lo his
arms. But nothing of the kind ha
happened. The Tagossa was beaten,

It was not until the night was well
advanced that the last shot was fired.
But then there was no peace for the
City. The place was filled with
wounded men, who all needed—and
received—medical attention.

I happened Lo catch sight of Porrie
striding across the cenlral square in
his shirt sleeves, with bleodstains on hiy
arms, with his hair all touslod.

‘““ Hallo, young un!’ exclaimed his
lordship cheerfully. '** Ripping scrap—
what? Talk about beggars for fighting
—I've never seen anytiing like 1t. I
can't help adwiring them all for stick-
ing it out so long.”

“Bul we've won, haven’t we, sir?"
asked Tommy Watson.

“ Won?" repeated Dorrie. ‘' My dear
chap. the Tagossa has ceased to exist!
Palak
into this ballle—
could get hold of.

dead, dying or

forces
. he
. oilher

senl. all his
every man
They're

prisoneis.’
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‘“ But a
I asked. ,

Dorrie shook hia head.

'“I'll guarantee that not more than
a hundred got away,”’ he said. ‘' You
tee, they couldn’t do the trick—their
retreat was cut off, and they either had
{0 surrender t,amel?, or show fight.
They showed fight.’

‘“ And do you mean to say that the
Tagossa is wiped out of existence, sir?”’
psked Handforth.

‘““I verily believe it
Dorrie.

- *“And what about Kol Palak, sir?”

‘* His fate isn't known yet, but I
heard a rumour that he fell during that
Jast grim encounter,”” said orrie.
“ But everything is at sixes and sevens
just now. We shall get the facts
straightened out before long——"

- DBoom-buooom!

A long, rolling explosion sounded,
far, far away up in the mountains.
The sound was felt rather than heard,
proving that it had occurred at a great
distance away. Dorrie looked at me
signiflicantly.

“T was
quietly. :

“\Yhy, what was it?"’ I asked, full
of ecagerness.

gobg.l many; escaped, surely?

b8 |

19, replied

expectin’ that,”” he said

“The fGnal indication that Kol
Palak’s power is at an end,” said
Dorrie.  ““ His vast mounlain strong-

hold has been blown to atoms.”

*“ Great Scoit!”

* Oh, my goodncss!”’

** But—but how do you know?’ I
asked quickly.

“''hore can be no other ex-
lanation,’”” said his lordshi?. ‘“ Many
ours ago a secret party left ILudari
under Lhe leadership of our old friend,
Nepoli. A fine [ellow, that! The
object was to reuch the stronghold in
the mountaing, and send it to
smithereens. You see, they knew they
would find il practically deserted and
almost unguarded. But they took a
machine -fu" with them, in case of
trouble. That explosion means that the
brigands’ lair has gone up in smoke and
powder."”’

And less than an bhour

later, we
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? | learnt that Kol Palak himself was no

longer in the land of the living. He
hacF died with his forces, fighting the
battle. And the following day, the full,
tremendous extent of the Tagossa's

defeat became apparent.

Raiding parties were sent out from
the capital in all directions. But only
a few scattered remnanta of Kol Palak’s
army were brought in., The Tagossa
had ceased to eXist. Its leaders were
dead. and those members of the great
society who had not taken part in this
battle thought it wise to change their

olitical opinions, and they became
oyal to the King. 'T'his was in keeping
with the national character. ‘I'heseo

rough, mountain fellows respected "tho

parly which was the etrongest.
Of course, quite a number of 1ho.

l'l‘agossn. men_escaped; they fled to the

border, and vanished into other
countries. And among these were two
or three of the leaders—two or three of
Kol Palak’'s generals, They would
certainly newer cause any ' further
trouble in Mordania. Death would be
their penalty if they set foot once again
on their own soil,

And that great day was the beginning
of n new era 1n Mordania, Strife was
at an end, and the people themselves
were glad of it. ing DBoris ruled
supreme once again, and 1t was

| practically certain that there would be

no more revolutions for many a long
day. But the King openly admitted—
he proclaimed to the whole communitly

I —that his victory was due solely to the

efforts of XNelson Lee and the St.
| I'rank’s ?arty. _
We only spent a day or two more in
Luderi.

They were days crowded wilth public
functions and festivities.  More than
once we were all publicly thanked by
King Boris. And then, one great day.
we started off with a huge escort for
the frontier.

We were on our way back to England
—back to St. Frank’s.

| DBut if we thought that we had

finished for good with the Tagossa, we

L had made a very big mistake!

THE END.

ANOTHER THRILLING YARN NEXT WEEK, ENTITLED

THE SIGN OF THE FLAMING TORCH.
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AUSTRALIAN TALE OF ADVENTURE BY AN AUSTRALIAN AUTHOR

FOR NEW READERS.

Jacl: Maxwell and Jim Harding have come
to settle in Australia from the Old Coun-
try. They go to Cairns, where Jack has
an ' uncle, Professor  Mazwell, the
naturalist and explorer. Hearfng that the

- professor has been absent in the {interior
for some months, the young Englishmen
decide to try and find him. They are
joined by Tom Anson, an Australian, with

whom they have struck up a friendship.

Accompanied by Snaplus, a black tracker,
they start off acrposs the desert until they
come to a dried up water-hole, Here they
- fird a message from Jack’s uncle, direct-
ing them to the Secret Valley where, after
many strange  adventures they find the
professor, and together they explore this
wonderful new world, where they find
~many weird animals long thought to be
extinct. There are two native tribes—the
‘Bheels and the Worgees. The Worgees
are cowardly and cruel, a terror to the
Bheels, or tail men. ‘ : '

(Now read on.)

The Slaying of the Stegosaur.
HEY had traversed something over half

T the distance when Hardmg, who had

| his eyes on the water, ‘grunted.

' “I say, you -fellows, it's preity
deep here, you know,” said he. ‘ Quite as
deep as along opposite the caves, 1 should
say. Hadn't we better go back a bit, and
follow the shoals along close to the shore?"’
- ¢ 0Oh, we'll be all right. There's nothing
about, and we will be in shallow water aguin
in five mmutes,” returned Jack Maxwell
reassuringly.

Hardly were the words out of his mouth
than the wheel rocked ominously, and some-
thing burmped against the lower part with a
_tremendous,.qrmdmﬂ' crash. The whole struc.
ture quivered and groaned, but it had been
well made by its original builders, and kept
in good repair by the men who risked their
lives in it, so nabhm gave,

# Full speed ahead!” yelled Maxwell.
‘“* What in thunder was it* Did you see
the brute, Jim?2" )

“No! Donb want to. Ouct’h Here it
comes again.’

Once more the swell rose and :Lgam that
terrible rending thud all but upset them,
And this time as they reeled forward they
had. a sight of a broad, dark shell back—
the back of an enormous turtle.

Or, at least, that was what the ‘thing
Iou&\ed like, t.hough even as it swirled past,
a grea-t.lhaad, endmw in a cruel lookmﬁ
bony beak, snaked oub and flerce, small
reptilian eyes glared at them.
~ ¢ Anson, you're great on a snap shot. Pob
the brute in tlhe Iread if - you get a chance,”
said Maxwell. ** Another bump Ilike that
will just about settle us. We're riding
lower in the water Qur floats lmve been .
damaged,”.

‘“ Hard a- st,arbcard' Here it comes again!
Let's give it a voltey!” cried Harding.

And suiting the action to the word, drew

and fired with the others.

The creature scemed to dive at the flash,
and they could not tell whether they. had
scored or no; but at least it-did not touech,
and  they rolled on,  making but heavy

‘weather of it,

The old wheel was obviously on its last
voyage. Instead of riding high, it wallowed
along awash, the water ewishing over the
ankles of the three who worked like demon
squirrels or demented dachshunds to increass
their pace.

They felt the wheel check as it touched
bottem, then move on., The shore was but a
few yards away, the water rippling across
clean-looking sand. Another minute—nay,
another few se»conda—-and they would he out
ot th(-:ll‘ cage,

“Look out! Fire!” yelled Anson, and let
drive. : ~
A wave of sand and water flew up against

the grated side of the wheel,-and out of it
came the aggressive turtle—or whatever it
was. It crashed against the grating, rending
half of it away, quite obliyious that Anson's
last shot had driven clean ‘through its
head, then drew back for ano-ther rush that
ghould &Q\e the aftair,
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** Out mth you!" howlad Maxwell, fiing-
ing open the door on the further stde and
rrhrusmng hiis friends through only in time,
for as they stepped clear, the brute d‘&ﬁhed
in again, the old wheel shrieked to the im-
pact, and, with a ehuddering groan in all
ite ancients tdmbers fell in a heap upon the
attacker.

That eaved the three. Defore the beast
could get ite bearings, bhey were safely
ashore and en-sconced ‘behind a ecreen of
bushes. They saw the beast smash the
wleel to pieces and finally move: away in
dudgeon.

.** Hang it all,
oned Maxwell. - * Fvery shot we fired went
home, yet it d()e-.sn t seem a whit the worse.
One needs bombs or a field-piece for this
place. Now that we're here we'll look for
those &kins. Come on!”

-But they looked in wvain. The} found the
tree easily enough, but something had either
“«levoured the hides or torn them to shreds,
leaving mno trace. However, they wasted
no time in vain regrets but made haste to
get round the uvper end of the lake, and
with nothing to show for their excursion,
returned to the cliff path, where they found
their pair of Bheels awaiting them, and
s0 got back to find the professor making a
careful drawing of the ﬁch which he had
' -thsected -

- He heard about the giant turtae w:tn
interest.

“ But we hawe specimens ahve bat tie
present day which differ from their aneient
predeceesors—and this of yours—only in size.
Now, that Stegosaur is unique, 1f culy
Bnt you mustn't run rieks.”

Then he became absorbed in hla worl and
_ took no further notice of them.,

“1t’s fairly plain® that the old dear
hankers for his Steggy, ien’t it ?” murmured
Jack. * Well, it's a man-sized job. How,
in the name of wonder, are we to settle a
“heast as big as a motor-"bus and not nearly
g0 eensitive? Firearms are no good, and a
pitfall big enough to catch that hulk would
take a month or two to dig, even if we
could work without interruption—which isn’t
likely in this garden of endless dellght*-'
Now—I—wonder—

*His voice trailed off to allencé nnd lie
eat a while thmkmg " Then he rose, and,
Jeaving Anson to do a bit of turquoxse
mmmg, took Harding off for a tramp along
the ledge which brought them at last to
the very end.

Thero. they sat down  with their feet
dangling over space while Jack surveyed the
l_t.\mhcape before them with a dreamy eye,
*“That's the place,”” he  muttered at
length, pointing to a group of trees about
A q1mrte=r of a mile away. ‘' They're Dig
enough—but not too big—ﬂnd we could
fence the place off a bit to give nunky
time to do his carving.
to do a bit of that.”

*““What are you drlvelling 4bout ¢’ Inquired
Harding kindly. L

"~ “Eh?  About the SteL.QHm

of course!

- What else did we walk all this ua}* for"a

we're lucky to bé alne‘"_

I exlpect he’ll want,
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DESERT

We'll settle Stegey in that grove 1f I can
(mly find him and get him to follow me,
I think I can keep ahead of him for a mile
or 0. I'Hl lead him in and then—-'"

" “Yes? What will you do?” :

“That, my eweet one, you will comprehend
in a mmute," replied Maxwell and unfol-dc.d
his .simple plans. .

" By the time he had ﬂmshed 11; was growing
dark, and they had to return to the village.
But very early the next morning they re-
turned, accompanied by .Anson and a greab

| force of the Bheels, all provided with ropes

of twisted grass and their sione hatehets.
Sentinels were eet in the tree tope and all
hands got to work with a will. The head: of
one of the largest trees in the grove was cut
off, ropee were made fast to it ec that when
it was cut through at the base it still re-
mained upright, supported by the stays.
" This work consumed most of the day, &0,
abandoning the place for the night, they
returned home, finding the profeesor in high
glee, Aided by some of the Blieelg, he
had succeeded in goading the crab brute
which kept wateh on the lower part of the -
clifi path, into climbing clear out of the
water on to the ledge. Then, after taking
several photographs and makmg many notes,
he had given a si to the Bheels, Who
had clambered aloft and loosed a heavy
cstone.  Instantly they had releazed the
missile, which, crashing on the .great beast,

effectually put it out of business.

‘8o now we may go to and fro without
fear—until another takes the post!” said he,
and eoncluded with a learned account of the

creature, which he had named the Gred
Bheel Lake Crab, in honour of the littiz
people. :

-But he forgot all about these feats when
he heard what his nephew propesed to do on
the morrow,

‘“* But, my dear lad, you are taking a
dreadful risk,” he remonstrated.

“1 think n(,t- * replied Jack., “In a long
run the beggar would tire me down, I sup--
pese, but I can keep ahead of him for a
mile or two, and that ie .all we want. Only
we must stalt very early, for I want you
all to be in position by daylight.” . -

8o, with a emall army of followere, who
nuﬂ'ht be needed later, they set out in the
emall hours and reached the grove without
mizhap as the first rays of the sun began .
to warm the gky. |

The Bheels had been left behind on the
cliff - till they should be meeded, so there was
plenty .of room on-the two htt[e platforms
which-had been built high aloft in trees near
the one which remained precarionsly
balanced cn ils base, only upheld by the
guy. ropes, wiich were led-to.the platforms.

As they squatted forty feet from the
grounnd and ate their breakfaﬂ Jack ex-
plained his simple plan to the profrssor

** We will stay bhere till we can get a &ight
of the beast,” he eaid. *“ Then I will skir-
mish out and attract his attention, leading
bim this way. You eee that log across the
glade? I can hop over it on the run, but
Steval:y mll check a little at it,. He will e
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broadside on to you. As he reaches it, you
will ‘cut this rope, while Anson and Hardmg
will” fvaul ~ on “those two 0t-hers If - all
goes  well . it should _fall across . Steggy's
baok, and if he ‘can stand ‘that - he is even
-stronger than I think him.”. ..

‘* lest assured that if it does drop on h:m
he WwTl not withstand it,” ans“ered the
professor. ** But it may miss him,'

“In that case, we will try again another
day, or adopt a different plan,”’ eaid Jack.
“But I think the is a big enough targeb.
Now, mt tight, you fellows. I'm going to

the. cmwa nest to have a look round.”
- He climbed to thé top of the tree and
settled down to watch. He saw eeveral
“small deer grazing in the distance, and
presently a couple of loping, highshouldered
'wild dogs,  bigger than the dingo of. the
outer continent, creeping towards - them.

But long betore the brutes got within
striking distance, the deer epied—or v.lnded—--
them, and were off .into the blue, ;

Later a. large,: spotted cat,. caught out
late, came slinking. across the open, entered
the grove, spied the- mtruderqf a.!ol’b and,
cursing bitterly, aped away toa thiolset
" The sun grew hot,.and Jack begamw to
tire of li:s vml Be[ow him t'he otehers*
dozed. = - .

‘“Lazy: beggars'” he muttered enwously1
“I"ll.stick -1t Tor -anothier five minutes and
then-someone: else ¢can- take a turn, J——
Great Scott &/.There fio is! Stand hy, bo;s"
The- eircus is-about to begin.” ;

For -there .at- the edrre of a thin clump of~

acacia and thorn 'bush, behmd which he
~dad probably lain for many hours, stood the
%tegomur his nose in t‘he air, smmng tae
air. .

~ Possibly the slow wmd carrmd some Whlﬂ
of the humans to him, -or perhaps it was
“merely chance. Am‘how he turned to-

wards the grove and came slowly forward, |

pausing occasionally to snufﬂe at some track

made durmg the mght Jack descended
hastily.

- Remember not to- let loose till he is at
the- log!” the cried, and ran out of the
grove towards the monster. -

It did not see him at once, but. wlen it
did the epines along ite back stiffened and
it long tail rose, switching the air. Length-
ening its stride it made towards the young
man, who halted, gauging ite pace.

On it came. The ground shook to its
neavy tread.. Jack waved his arms, shouted,
danced, then, ‘as it put on full steam ahead,
turned and ran for the grove. As he ran
he continually glanced behind him, for he
did not wish to get too far ahead lest the
brute should have time to see or scent tne
snare laid for him.

- But he had no cause for alarm on ‘this
score, In faet, it was rather the other way
about. The huge animal, infuriated by his
puny opponent who eluded it like a shadow,
spurted and hurtled along at a truly amaz-
ing pace. It began to overhaul its" quarry,
Jack saw that he had utterly miscalculated
the brutew powers. Instead of .playing Wlth
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_It. a8 he had imagined,  it_ would presenl;ly
be playing with him.

He was still some hiundreds of yards fmm
‘the place where: the log-had been felled
across the open space through the grove, and
he knew that he would have to put forth all
his strength in .order to reach it with &
eufficient margin of eafety. He looked no.
more behind him but ran as he hmd never
run before. "

And now he wase in the shaduw of the
first trees of the grove, now -he saw the log
acroes - the. way in front. of him; while his.
ears were fllled with the hollow rumbling-
thud of the monster's feet as they drummed
on the hanrd, sun-baked eéarth. Twenty
yards more. 'He " called up those - reserves:
of nervous emergy which  lie stored .in every:
man, ready for the moment of uttermost
nae.d and, shooting ahead took t’he log m
his etride. -

As he ieapt he saw the Steﬂo&aur almust-
at  his heels. |
“Cut!” he yelled, and. darted aBldB be-
tween-,two huge trees behind which he
halted, spent with - his ' last, desperate
effort. -

He tumed in time to see the result of
his life<and-death race. There was a heavy
thud as  Stegzy éncountered the log, &
grinding squeak as. the huge trunk above
swayed from its base, and then a terrible:
dull crash as ite tremendous we-lght dropped‘
upon the Stegosaur,

Nothitg in the animal world could have
withetood that terrific impact. Steggy, the
boss beast in that museum of old worlil
survivals, crumpled under the frightful blow
which fell in the middle of his high-crested
back, the spot where the *“emall’ should
ih-a-v& been if there had been anything emall
in his composition. With -an enormous grunt..
and a ridiculous!y high-pitched equeal; the
huge beast crumpled and fell, its tail cut-
ting a swathe among the underbush as 1t‘.
flailed in agony. '

Not even the reptile's tremendoua wtahby_
could survive such a4 shock., For a minute it
continued to setruggle, then the tail ceased-
to move, the twitching l:mbs relaxed and
it lay still. . ;

An awed silence fell upon ‘the grove,
broken at last by the calm voice of mee.:anr
Maxwell,

‘*“ Boys, we have done something that no
man . hae done before for ages—probably
at no time—for mever before have men and
these enormous creatures been on-the earth
together—if we exc ipt'. the Worgees. But to
gather the fruits cof victory we had better
get your Bheels and set them to making a
ring of fires., Amson, will you go and eacc}rb'-
them here?”

They descended and cnngmtu]a,ted Jack
who had by’ this time begun to recover.
Then they got busy. While Anson and-
Harding superintended the building of wood
piles and kept a sharp look-out for prowlers,
the professor, assisted by his nephew, took:
many photographs, made sketches, and at
(Continued on page iii of cover.)



BEYO\ID '1 HE 'DESERT

I.ant started on the bugme:s ﬁf idl::EE'Ct]m‘l
When _ the  Bheels had finished their. task
they were brought up to assist, and throu al1-
out.. the day the job went on. -
It -was nof{ a:specially, pleasant (me, but
Maxwell insisted .that it was necessary. |
“1 especially desire to preserve certain
of the wcreature’s internal organs, for a
partmular purpose,’”’ he said. 1t may not
be possible, but I have an idea for getting
out of thies wvalley.. Otherwize, 1-would not
have thought -of sacnhung such an interest-
ing creature e
‘*My. aunt! A smentlst can be mighty:
cold blaoded,” whispered- Harding to -Anson.
- . The interesting creature came Tncommonly
near to catchm" poor old Jack. He had
some cloge -calls on the - West front, but
nothing mnearer than that moment.. when
the beggar’'s beak nearly touched his slacks.”
“Oh, that’s all right. It’s omnly his little
way,”’ rephed Anson. ‘‘ But how om earth is
the brute to help us get out of. here?”
“ Dunno. But it's time to see about those

fires. The sun’s getting low and we’ll have
a good atténdunce in the front r{ms to-
night, if I'm mot mistaken!"’ .-

He was mnot. Soon after s:mset evell
hefore tlie brief twilight had faded
night, various creatures began - to show
themselves around the outskirts of the
grove.  The - wild _dogs eéneaked about the
underbush, a p«.:ck a hruces Tresemblinz

hymeras made the night hideous with. ‘their
weird cries, and seveml times the trees
shook . to the roaring of two tiger-lions
which prowled round “the mrc‘e of fires,
eeeking a gap. -

But they found none. The Bheels had
provided fuel enough to keep up a bright
bidze throughout . thie dark hours, and, safe
behind the ﬂamzn" barrier, moeked at the
denizens of the “Jld '

With -the first licht all hands resumed
thf-ir'tlask with such goodwill that before
imid-day they were back on the ledze, the
" Bbeels burdened with <gertain gory bundles
'Wthh ther professor insisted on keeping keen

atch over, He refused to tell what he in-
-’t-ende'd doing, and when they arrived at the
village, had his trophies deposited in a.cave
which -had been occupied by the Worgees.

- “ Even an old fogey like myself may have
a notion 'decasionally,” he said, - with a
twinkle in his bright eyes. 4 You will keep
out of this cave till.'I have either solved
my -problem or failed., Meantime, amuse
vourselves by coll fectintf ~suecll gpecimens as
are strange- to- you, but run no nsks. Now.
leave me to my work.”’ :

(To be contin ue_d.)
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WHAT 2 MINUTES A DAY’_
WILL DO FORYOUR HAIR

Great ¢ Harlene Hair-Drill * Gr1ft to
. 1,000,000 Readers.
EY

-

ERY woman and girl can double her beauty
and atiractiveness by devoting only two mm-

utes a day ‘to “ Harlene Hair-Drill.”

To-day all the leading Actresses, Cinema Queen‘:
and Soriety Leaders make it a nart of their daily
toilet, and wiliingly testify to its hair-growing and
hﬂauhf\mg results.  To-day you, too, can test Lhr
absolutely free.

.’,;.-" :':'. -
into | My,

It is wonder: alwhat only two minutes a day practice -
of ‘‘Harlene Hair-Drill ' will achieve in the cultiva-
tion and preservation of a glorious head of hair. Try
it free for one week. Acceptone of thel,000,000{r¢e
4-in-1 Gift Cutfits.}/ (See Coupon below.)

This is really a Four-in-One Gift, for it 1nc1udes-—

1. A bottle of ‘' Harlene,” the trueliquid tood and
natural Tonic for the hair.

2. A packet of themagnificent hair and scalp clea.ns-
ing** Cremex " Shampoo Powder, which prepares theée
head for *‘ Hair-Drill."” o

3. A bottleot'' Uzon' Brilha.ntme which gives a
final touch of beauty to the hair, and ig espe:cml]y,:;_
beneficial to those whose scalp is inclined to be “'dry.”” *

4, A copy of the néw edition of the secret" Ha.n:'-
Drill ¥ Manua.l of Instruction '

After a Free Trial you will be’ abm to obtain
further supplies of “Harlene” at 1s. 1id., 2s. 9d, and
ig, 9d: por bottle; ““ Uzon ”’ Brilliantine- at -1s. 1id.
and 2s 9d per bottla ‘and 'f Cremex’ Shampoo
Powders 1s. 6d. per box of seven shampeos (single
packets 3d. each), from all Chemists and Stores, or
will be'sent direct on receipt of 6Gd: extra. for post-
age, from Edward’s Harlene*Limited. 20. 23, 24 aml
26, Lamb’s Conduit Street, London, W.C.1.

“HARLENE” FREE GIFT FORM |

Detachand Post to EDWARDS’ HARLENE, LTD,,
20, 22, 24, 26, Lambs’ Conduit St‘,London w.ca .-
Dear Sirs,—Please send me your Free “ Har- }-
lene ” Four-Fold Hair-Growing Outfit as de-
[ scribed above. I enclose 4d. in stamps ™ for
postage and packing to my address.
| © “ Nelson Lee Library, 7,’5{"’1
NOTE 'I'D RBADER. S

erte vour FULL name and 1ddreqq clearly
on a plain piece of paper. pia this coupon to

"\

Price THREEPENCE Each._
For Titles see Page i of Cover,

’

1} . ‘

it. 'and post_as directed abare lMark emelonc
£ Q'lmple Dept.”).

i
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N0 Applianées. No Drugs.*No Dieting, Tha ¢
~MelvinStrong System NEVER FAJLS, Send
.stampt for particulirs Zi{d. testimonialg.—

iv . THE NELSON I.EE LIBRARY
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NIPPER & CO. AT THE REGATTA.

Read the splendid river yarns of all the popular St. Frank’s characters, stalf!_:ing this week in

_ THE- BOYS, | REALM - ?-91'.:2;_';?:;?’_.;1'

—ala

e |

Set :—Gunlet,” Tweezers,
Corkscrew, ' Bradawl ‘and
Sevewdriver - in Fine
Nickel - Plated ' Serew.
Lup’” o Case (33 ins. long).
“ The * Case .« forms = the
Iandle for Toois, which
are »edchs 25 vins, » long
(without Handle).c Sirong
and Well-Made. 2 Only 2/
I'ost: Firee.© Ratisfaclion
< or ' Monev. Dack. *.Free
Ciantalogue ¢ Pain's
Presents  House,
P ~. ~ Dept, 47T, Hastings,
L

| 5 CTRIC LIGHT!*

BATTERY, WIRE, SWITCH, REFLECTOR,
S LAMP, INSTRUCTIONS, &c.; 5B’ and,9's
~post paid.—Harborne Small Power
. Co., > 38 A,P,," Queen’s : Reoad,
W Aston, Birmingham, (llius Car 6d,)

=I5 DAYS 1

Pocket or Home Tool

CAMP. 1, Stroud Green Road, London, N.d.

|} Sent Packed FREE and Cagriage:PAlID, -
{| Lowest Cash & Easy Payment Pricss
Immediatedelivery. Sig Bargainuin New
ancd- Second-hand Cvcles. Accessories,”
etc., at populay Prices,: - Write for Frae
List and Spec:x?Offer of Sumple Cycle

.' MEA CYCLE CO.’ ine,

_ ' Dept, B, 607, =
_BALSALL « HEATH, - BIRMINGHAM,

Height Increased 5!_'-00::11:119":3' -
-~ In 30 Days - ¥/ _Course.

Melvin Strong, Ltd,(Dept.D},
ﬂtu B:Ei__h o F . EY O i >
MAGIC TRICKS, etc.—Parcels 2'6.55/6.° Ven.
wriloguist’s Tustrument., Invisible. Im'tate Birds,

24, Southwark

Price 6d: eachi. 4" for 1/-.—T.:W.” HAPRISON, 239,
. . b Lowmde

Pe¢nionviltle. Road, London "N.°1. & ~ ..
S ———— ; B
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v CUT.THIS OUT, " .
fhe Nelson Lee Library. Pen Coupon. Value 2d,
Beud this conpon” with P.O..for only 6f- direct to
the Fleet Pen Co., 119, ¥leet_ St London,
E.C.4. In return you 'will receive "(post free) a
wplendid  British Made 14ct. Gold “Nibhed " Fleet

Fountain Pen, value 10/6. -Il you =save 12 further
coupons, each will count as 2d4. off the price; so
¥ may seud 13 coupons, and only 3/ (Pocket
Clip 4d. extra). Ask for fino, medinm, or broad
nih. This great offer is made to introducs the
famous Fiect Pen to NET80N LEE readers.

- Self-Filling, or Safety Models, 2/- extra,
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BE ME BIG NU You can easily inereisg -
GO your height from 2 to:

inches, and.improve your health, tigure and ¢
‘riage, by the Girvan Scientific Treatmeni. Y years
of _unblemished record, £100 guarantee of eennine.-
ness. vPartienlars : for - postcard. - Enguiry Dipt,

"GURLY - HAIRI!'" ‘' It's wonderfut ” wriles
E. M.~ Thousands Testimonials.” Copies sent, Ross’'s
‘““WAVEIT ” CURLS straightest ‘hair. 1/3, 2/5. Ross,

(Dept. N.L.J. 173. Now :North® Road. London, N.1.-

‘Cinematograph Machines and Films, Huv.

your ‘own -Picture Show. at - Hoime.
my Special Free Catalogue,
Elizabeth’s Walk, London, N.16, -

R T .

PHOTO POSTCARDS OF. YOURSELF. 1.3
G0z # 12 b¥- 10. ENLARGEMENTS §d. ALSO. CHEAD
PIIOTO MATERIAL, CATALOGUE -AND SAMPS ES
FRER~HACKFITS. JULY. ROAD. LIVERPOOL:.

"IF. YOU . SUFFER irom .nervous. ¥
feelings, ;-Jack . _of = cnergy, ., self-conhacice, ~witl.
power, mind “concentration. or _feel. awkward ‘in
t216 prescnce .of others.~send.at once 3-penny stamps

for. particulars of- the- Mento-Nerve Strengtheliss
Treatment.=GODFRY.

11t GO LELLIOTT.-SMIVH, « Ld:,- 527,
Imperial®*Buildings, Ludeate Oiréus,” London,.E U4,

Write Mor
Lovell, 28, Queen

B .
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The '“Plurascope’

.y iZ's post free. .3
Contains 8 instrumenye
~in me;-Combiney

. Opra & Ficld Glasses,
- Te.escope, Stercoscope,
o Miceroscope, = Lve-Mig

- vor, Compass.

o E o —
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Repeater
Eiects six . poweriul, srravs i
with ohe loading. *All ‘metal,®

Length 9 inches.. Price 2/« post -
dree” . Send now for iliustrated
Nsts of Steam Models, Waicliex,
Pistols. ere., ete. Cross P.O.'s
i { & Co. - . . -

BEENNETT

The ‘-'~ L :
Water Pistr.l.
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BROS., 5, Theobalds Road,
Londﬂn, W.U.I'-' : ! *
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S e

v L MAKE - THIS!
: SET OF PARTS FOR MAKING
p ELECTRIC , SHOCKING ~ COIL-
1.9, post fres,—Harborne
.. Small Power.Co.,38 A P..
* ', Quesn's Road, " Aston, B'HAM,
o lustrated Catatoprias, .- _
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CURLY HAOAIR I Mine curled at once," writes
Mnjor, *Thousands™ of Testiimonjals.  Proof sent,—
surnmers’ © Curlit™ curls straightest hair, - 175,792
SUMMERS (Bept. N, T.), Upper Russell St,, Brighton,

- Be sure and mention ‘ THE
CN|NELSON LEE LIBRARY " when !
Yolcommunicating with advertisers,

.
e,

e,

F_...-.-..-._---—-|-_----l---—---u-.-.-|-‘.—-.n—..._-_._...,.._- - o ’:'_,“_!;:,-.‘_ — -
Printed and Published every Wednesday. by the Proprictors, The “Amalggmated® Press, ~Limited.” Tha

Flecrway Houle, " Farritgdon Street. London
£s. 6. for six mouths, .
Africa: The Central News Agsency. Limited,
Gordon & Gotel, Limiced; and for Caraday:

No, 309, DY

0, Subseription Rates:” Inland” 1ls.
Abroad. 3s. 10d. per annum;
Sn]{f ; . .
Tue Duperial News Usmpany, Limited

d : per
for six mouibs. Sole Ageuts for South
for Australia and New Zealand: Meossrs,

dVLM .
tx. &d,

Avanlts

Mazr 7, 1921, -



